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The SPEAKER. _ The Chair is of opinion that 
the motion is not in order. The House have 
fixed a regular hour of meeting, and the Chair is 
of opinion that the hour cannot be changed in 
this manner. ‘ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I understand the pending 
motion to be to lay on the tnble the appeal of the 
gentleman from PEénnsylvania, [Mr. Srevens.] 

The SPEAKER. That is the motion before 
the House. . 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to be excused 
from voting on that motion. 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on Mr. 
CLINGMAN’s motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to lay 
that motion on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
amotion to excuse a member from voting, can be 
laid on the table. és 

So the motion of Mr. Sranron was not re- 
ceived. : 

The question recurred, and was taken upon the 
motion of Mr. Cuweman, for leave to be ex- 
cused from voting, and the vote stood—yeas 44, 
nays 96; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Bay, Rreck, Briggs, 
Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Burt, E. ©. Cabell, Joseph Ca- 
ble, Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, Coleock, Conrad, Cor- 
win, Dimmick, Dunham, Edmundson, Nathan Evans, 
Ewing, Fitch, Henry, Holmes, Houston, Inge. Jones, Kerr, 
Littlefield, Marshall, Robert M. McLane, Otis, Peastee, 
Peck, Phelps, Pitman, Savage, Spalding, Jacob Thompson, 
Wentworth. Wildrick, and Wilson—44. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Alston, Ashe, Averett, 
Baker, Bavly, Bennett, Bingham, Booth, Bowdon, Brooks, 'T. 
BR. Buder, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Chandler, 
Clark, W. R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Crowell, Daniel, 
Dickev, Duer, Durkee, Fowler, Goodenow, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Hackett, Hallowav, Harlan, [sham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Hebard, Hilliard, Howe, Jackson, Robert W. 
Johuson, Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
King. Joho A. King, Preston King. La Sére, ttorace Mimn, 
Job Mann, MeQueen, MeWillie, Meacham, Moore, Nelson, 


Osle, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Potter, Powell, Reynolds, Rob- | 


bins, Root, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Sil- 


vester, Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, | 


Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, 


Thomas, John B. Thompson, Underhill, Venable, Watden, | 


Waldo, Wallace, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, 
Woodward, and Young—96. 


So Mr. Cuineman was not excused. 


Mr. CALDWELL asked to be excused from 
voting on the motion to lay on the table. 
_ Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to ad- 
journ, but withdrew the motion. 

{It was now half past 11 o’clock.] 

Mr. CARTER renewed it. 

The yeas and were asked and ordered. 
_ The question, * Will this eves now ad- 
journ ?” was then taken and decided in the nega- 
ve—yeas 52, nays 88; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, Boyd, Breck, Burt, E. C. Cabell, G- 
A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Clingman,W. R.W. Cobb, 
Daniel, Dimmiek, Edmundson, Alexander Evans, Feathers- 
ton, Green, I. G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Hilliard, Hubbard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, James L. Joinson, R. W. Johnson, 
Jmes, Kerr, La Sére, Marshall, R. M. McLane, McQueen, 
Me Willie, Millson, Morehead, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Phelps, 
Thonn’ cena ae F. P. Stauton, R. H. Stanton, 

1as n B. Thompson F 
aud Washed ine 0 » Thurman, Venable, Wallace, 

NAYS—Mesars, Alexander, Allen, Alston, Baker, Bennett, 
Bingham, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, T. B. Butler, 
Joseph Cable, Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Doty, Duer, 
Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Giddings, 
Goedenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, 
Harlan, Hebard, Heury, Howard, Howe, Jackson, Daniel P. 
Kin” George G. King, James G. King, J. A. King, Preston 
xe Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Matteson, Me- 
Peeks Meacham, Moore, Morton, Neison, Ogle, Otis, 
ee Pitman, Potter, Reynolds, Root, Rose, Sackett, 
a Wtelle, Schenck, Sehermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, 
ct Sprague, Stevens, Stetson, Strong, 
Whe ty Taylor, Underhill, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, 
and Wi weer. Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that it was 
‘8 Intention when the hour of twelve should 
Aave arrived, or as near to that time as might be 
Wm order, to submit a question of order for the de- 
cision of the Chair. But before he did so, he 
| that he might, by general consent, submit 
* motion that when the House adjourris it adjourn 
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to meet on Wednesday next. He presumed that | previous motion of sintilar import, entertained the 
|} motion. 


there were few, perhaps no member of the House 


who would desire to come here to-morrow after so || 


laboriéus and protracted a session as had now 
been held. He was willing to remain here so 


long as, under the rules, the question before the | 
House was still the legitimate business before it. | 


After that time shall have expired as, (if he was 
correct in the point of order which he intended to 
make,) it soon must expire, he hoped the House 
would agree with him that afi adjournment over 
to Wednesday was as proper as he felt sure it 
was necessary. 

The point of order which he had indicated, and 
to which he would now invite the attention of the 


Chair, was this: By the rules of the House, on | 


Fridays and Saturdays, (the civil, calendar days,) 
certain business, and only certain business, was 
in order, 
(Monday,) certain business was in order, and 
only in order then. Now, he submitted that the 
civil, calendar day (Monday) expired at 12 0’clock 
to-night, and that the resolution of the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Doty] would cease at that 


So, also, upon the civil, calendar day, | 


1 
| 


| 


derstand each other clearly on one point. 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 


|| taken, were—yeas 55, nays 83; as follows: 


So the House refused to adjourn to Wednesday. 
hy hour of twelve liad now passed. 

r. McLANE moved that the House adjourn. 
The SPEAKER stated the question. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Before we adjourn let us un- 
I under. 


| stand, sir, (addressing the Spraker,) that the 
| Chair has decided that we can no longer aét on 
|| this resolution. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has so decided. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Yes, sir. 
And thereupon, at twelve minutes past twelve 


| o’clock, the question was taken and decided in the 
| affirmative without a division. 


| 


The SPEAKER announced that the House 


| stood adjourned until twelve o'clock this day. 


The new form of annunciation created a good 


‘| deal of merriment, in the midst of which the 
|| House adjourned. 


hour to be the regular business before the House; | 


that the day of Monday would then have expired— 
the day on which, by the rules of the House, the 
States could be called in their order for resolutions. 
The hour of twelve had not yet quite arrived; but 
he was sure that gentlemen, fa@igued and ex- 
hausted as they must be, would not make five or 
ten minutes a matter of difference with him; and 
he asked that, by unanimous consent, the point 
should be decided now. 

Mr. WENTWORTH interposed to a point of 
order. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could pro- 
ceed only by unanimous consent. If the gentle- 
man from Tl 


could not proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. WENTWORTH objected, he said, to de- 
bate. 

Mr. McLANE. 
am | doing so. 
of order fully and distinctly. 
8 


1 do not wish to debate, nor 


not properly be considered before twelve o’clock. 


Mr. McLANE. The hour of twelve is close | 


J ask that by unanimous conaent the \| and Seneca counties, New York, for the reduction of postage 


upon us. 
point of order may be considered now. 
'_ The SPEAKER. 


now, as the Chair was prepared to decide it when 
the hour of twelve should have arrived. 
House can then take such action as it pleases. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. What is the question 
before the House? J 

The SPEAKER It is on the motion to lay on 
the table the appeal taken from the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 
will be taken. 

No objection seeming to be interposed to th 
consideration at this time of the point of order 
raised by Mr. McLane— 

The SPEAKER proceeded. Anticipating that 


this point of order might arise, the Chair has taken | 
pains to examine it, and has given to it the best | 


consideration and reflection which the time and the 
circumstances have permitted, and has sought to 
enlighten his judgment from every source within his 
reach.. And the Chair has arrived af the conclu- 
sion that.the ‘* Monday”’ set apart by the rules 
for the reception of resolutions, in the order of the 
States and Territories, expires at twelve o’clock to- 
night; and that when that hour shall have passed, 
the business now before the House will, by the 
force of the rules, pass from before the considera- 
tion of the House as not belonging to any other 
day of the week than Monday. That is the opin- 
ion of the Chair on the point of order. 

Mr. McLANE now moved that when the 
House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Wednesday. 

The SPEAKER, reviewing his decision on a 


inois [Mr. Wentworrtn] objected, | 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. McLane] | 


|| citizens of Danvers, against a special act to make more 


I merely desired to state my point | 


I have no more to || conviction and imprisonment on a charge of feloniously 


ay. 
The SPEAKER. The point of order made by | 


the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. McLane] can- || 


If the House consent, the | 
Chair will give its opinion upon the point of order 


The 


I hope the question | 


| 
a] 
| 


| 





| 
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NOTICE OF BILLS. 
Mr. LITTLEFIELD gave notice of his intention to intro- 


duce, as soon as he could under the rules, a bill to prohibit 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in the public buildings and 
on the public grounds in the city of Washington. 


Mr. riiCENIX gave notice that he will, at an early day, 


| ask leave to introduce a bill to make the county of Wash- 
ington, in the State of New York, a collection district, and 
the town of White Ha!l a port of entry, to be ca led tie di-- 
trict ef White Hall. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


under the rule and appropriately referred: 


By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The remonstrance of 


Stephen C. Phillips, of Salem, and 40 others, against the 
extension of Woodworth’s patent for planing. 


Also, the remonstrance of David Danieis and 24 other 


valuable Thomas Bianchard’s “ Self-directing Machine.” 
Also, the petition of George Osborne and 105 other citizens 
of Danvers, for the establishment of two cents postage on 
prepaid letters. 
By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
N. Thally, praying for relief on account of an alleged false 


purloining letiers containing money, 
By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of 8. W. Ely, Anthony 


| Walker, John Hough, and Thomas J. Winship, the present 
and late registers and receivers of the land office at Chilli- 
cothe, Ohio, praying that fees may be allowed them for en- 


ering military land warrants. 
Ry Mr. CONGER: Thé petition of 90 citizens of Cayuga, 


on prepaid letters to two cents per half ounce, and for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. ‘ 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of J. M. Hale, David 
S. Lee, and 116 other citizens of Akron, Ohio, praying for 
cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of John H. Donald, Eli J. Banghton 
and others, citizens of Mahoning county, Ohio, praying for 
cheap postage. 

By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of J. B. Beadle and 196 
others, citizens of Meriden, in the State of Conneeticut, 
praying fora uniform rate of postage not exceeding one cent 
on newspapers and two cents vn each prepaid letter of half 
an ounce for all distances, and other corresponding reforms. 

Also, the petition of Edward Rutty and 51 other citizens 


of Killingworth, in the State of Connecticut, on the same 
subject. 


Also, the petition of Rufus Pratt and 15 other persons of 
Russia, in the State of New York, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of T. Woodward and 18 other citizens 
of New Haven, in the State of Connecticut, on the same 


subject. 


y Mr. DIMMICK: The petition of Peter Lesh, a soldier 
of the late war with Great Britain, praying for relief,’ &e. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The memorial of Nathaniel 
Walker and 21 others, practical mechanics of Portland, 
Maine, remonstrating against the renewal of the Wond- 
worth planing-machine patent right, and praying for a repeal 
of the act granting the last extension of -aid patent. 

By Mr. HAMPTON: The petition of Wm. B. Foster, of 
Pitsburg, fora claim due to him as deputy commissary of 
purchases. 

. By Mr. RISLEY: the petition of John H. Pray and 41 


others, citizens, of Chautauque county, New York, praying 
Congress to grant an apprepriation for the, improvement of 


Portland harbor, on Lake Erie. 
Also, the petition of Jeptha L. Heminger, praying Con- 


gress to grant him a pension for services in the army of the 


United States from 1808 to 1812, and for loss of health in 


consequence of said service. 


Also, the petition of L. 8. Morgan and 60 others, citizens 


of Cattaraugus county, New York, praying Congress to es- 
tablish) the rate of 


at two cents per half ounce. 
By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsyivania: The petition of eiti- 


zens of Wyoming, Susquehanna, and Luzerme counties, 
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Pennavivania, asking for the establishment of a mail route 
from Tunckhannock, Wyoming county, to Carbondale, Lu- 
zerne county, via the Tunckhannock and East Brauch 
Cr 








ecks 

ty Mr. BOYD: ‘The petition of citizens of Fulton conn- 
ty, Kentueky, for a post route from Troy, in Tennessee, to 
New Madrid, in Missouri. 

By Mr. MATTESON: The petition of Catharine Keller, 
for relief. 

Also, the petition of the president, directors, and cashier 
of the Bank of Utiea, for a reduction of postage on prepaid 
letters to a uniform rate of two cents irrespective of 
distance. ° 


By Mr. HOWE: The petition of William F. Jonkin and || 
34 others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying | 


Congress to reduce the postage on letters and papers. 

Also, the petition of John Foster and 71 other citizens of 
the saine county, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Orrin Colby and 35 others, students 
of Alleghany College, Pennsylvania, of the same import. 


By Mr. LEFFLER: The petition of J. W. McLoud and | 


160 other citizens of the State of Iowa, praying an appro- 
priation for the removal of obstructions to the navigation of 
the Des Moines and Rock rivers, me 

Also, the petition of H. H. Hine and 150 others, citizens 
of the State of fowa, praying an appropriation for the same 
purpose. 


Also, the petition of Jacob Butler and 155 other citizens of |, 


the State of Lowa, praying an appropriation for the same 
purpose. 


By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of the widow and || 


children of Lieut. Wiseman for a pension. 


Also, the petition of John H. Dayton and others, for a | 
new post route from White’s Corners to Collins’ Centre, in || 


the county of Erie, New York. 

Also, three petitions in favor of cheap postage. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Horace Chadwick and 72 
others, citizens of New Madrid, Missouri, praying the estab- 
lishment of the following post routes: First, a post route 
from the town of New Madrid, to a post office at the line, 
between Kentucky and Tennessve, to be called the “ Line 
Post Office,” and thence to the post office called * Silver 
Top,” and from Silver Top, by said route, to « Troy Town.” 
Second, the establishment of amail route from New Mad 
rid, Missouri, to Wolf-Island Post Office, in the adjoining 
county of Mississippi, in said State, via Richard Phillips’s 
landing and the mouth of James Bayou, on the Mississippi 
river. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: The petition of William Brooks, 
jr.,and 80 other citizens of Litde Falls, Herkimer county, 
New York, praying Congress to establish the rate of postage 
on prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce. 

Also, the petition of R. Churchill, W. Herkimer, and 41 
other citizens of Little Falis, Herkimer county, New York, 
for the same object. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of Abraham An- 
drews and 44 other citizens of Fryeburg and vicinity, Maine, 
asking for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of George F. Patten and 57 others, mer 
chants, ship-owners, insurers, &c., of Bath, Maine, praying 
that the liability of ship-owners in certain Cases may be de- 
termined by a law of the United States. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of mem- 
bers of the Bedford bar and civil officers of the county of 
Bedford, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to establish the 
rate of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half 
ounce. 

iy Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of W. B. Scott 
for buoys in the Niagara river. 

Also, a petition for a harbor at Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 

Also, the proceedings of a public meeting at Clinton, De 
Witt county, HMinois, 

Also, the petition of citizens of Bloomington, McLean 
county, Hlinois, fur two-cent postage. - 

Also, a petition for a meil route from Belvidere, via Genoa, 
Sycamore, Lost Grove, Squaw Grove and Somonac to Ot- 
tawa, 

Also, the remonstrance of sundry citizena of Lee county, 
Mlinois, against the granting of the right to overflow sundry 
sections of land to C. R, Druey. 

Also, the petition of Roswell Dow, teacher of Sycamore 
select school, and his students, for two-cent postage. 

Also, the petition of Philo Carpenter and other citizens 
of Chicago, for two-cent postage. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Sycamore for two-cent 
postage. 

Also, a petition for a harbor at Holland, on the Black 
river, in the State of Michigan. 


By Mr. WILLMOTT: The petitions signed by 75 citizens of 


Luzerne and Susquehanna counties, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a mail route between Tunckhannock and Car- 
bondate in’ Peonsyivania, via Tunckhannock and East 
Branch creeks. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of J. T. B. Stapp and 
six others, officers of the THinois volanteers in the late war 
with Mexico, asking additional remuneration in lands for 
their services, and that the same provisions be extended to 
the heirs of deceased officers. 


Ry Mr. DURKEE: Three memorials of the citizens of 


Salem and Mitwaukie, in the State of Wisconsin, relative 
to the imprisonment of Drayton and Sayre; passports to 
colored persons, and slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, two memorials of the citizens of the State of Wis- 
censin, praying a reduction of postage. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Racine county, in the 
State of Wisconsin, praying for the improvement of the 
harbor at Southport. . 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Racine county, in the 
State of Wisconsin, praying for thefree navigation of the 
tS. Lawrence river. 

Also, # petition of the citizens of the State of Wisconsin, 
praying for a Congress of Nations, 

Ry Mr. HOWE: The petition of William F. Junkin and 
34 others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to reduce the postage on letters and papers. 

Also, the petition of John Foster and 71 others, citizens 
of the same county, on the same subject. 
{#Aiso, the petition of Orrin Colby and 


others, students 
of Alleghany College, Pennsylvania, of 


same import. 
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By Mr. PECK: The petition of Horace A. Fisk and others, 
citizens of Waterville, Vermont, for a reduction of postage. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: Resolution of the Legisiature of the 
State of New York, in favor of a speedy improvement of the || 
| harbors aud rivers of our country. | 

By Mr. BEALE: The petition of John Vaughan and others, | | 
| praying that Congress do not employ Chaplains in the Army 
| or Navy of the United States. 





By Mr. JACKSON: The petition of Henry Wells, 8. 8. 
Elisworth, and 80 others, citizees of Penn Yan, Yates | 
county, New York, praying that a uniform postage of five || 
cents each be charged on all letter not exceeding half an |) 
|; ounce, for all distances within.the United States; and that || 
newspapers be transmitted by mail thirty miles from the | 
place of publication, or within the county ir which they are || 


published, free of postage i} 
} 


By Mr. PEASLEE: The petition of B. Stearns and others, | 
citizens of Nashua, New Hampshire, for reduction of post- | 

age to two cents per half ounce on prepaid letters. i 
|) "By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The memozial of Nathaiet || 
W: Iker and 21 others, practical mechanies, of Portland, || 
|| Maine. remonsuating Against the renewal of the Wood- || 
|) worh plening machine patent right, and praying fora re- |) 
| peal of the act granting the last extension of sad ya'- \| 
; ent. 
|| By Mr. DOTY: The memorial of the Legislature of || 
| W'sconsin, fora survey of the coustry last purchased by || 
ihe United States of the Menomonee Inoians, in Wis | 
| consin. | 
|| Also, the petition of C. J. Marsh, H. G. Webb, and || 

other, for a mai! route from Waushara, by Grandville and || 
|| Hawilt p, to Stevens’s Veint in Wi: consin. 





ily Also, the peti ion of members of th» Lrgislature of Wis- | 
consin, a ki-g a redne‘ion of postage to two cents. | 
fv Mr. BINGHAM: The pe itio» for a mail route from || 
|| Pontiae to La Pier, in the State of Michigan. 
By Mr. RO E: The pe ition of Z. Barton Stout, J. C. | 
| Shelton, P. M. Bentley, Hiram Ashley, Harvey Jewett, | 
| John Quirk, and other citizens of Richmond, Ontario eoun- | 
| ty, prasing for che»p postage. 
| By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: A memorial of a 
mevting of e:tizens of Pulaski county, Keitucky, asking | 
Congress to grant bounty land 'o the « flicers at d soldiers of 
| the war of 1812, an“ to the officers of the Mexican war. 
Also, the memorial of officers and soldiers of the war of |} 





| 1812, ata meeting ®eld in Richmond, Kertucky, asking fora || 
| part of the public ¢omain fo theirs. rvices in said war. 


! ‘ = 
| the construction of harbors and the improvement of the 





navigation of rivers. 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That our Sei, 
Representatives in Congress will reflect and cake ' 
wishes of the people of the State of New York, in advan” 
ting such bill as will best facilitate the speedy aid comme, 
iggprovement of the harbors and rivers of our teeny 

By order: JAS. ROSE, Clerk. 
Stare ov New Yorx, 


In Senate, January 24, 1859, 
Resolved, That the Senate do concur in the foregoin 
olutions. By order of the Senate: € res. 


WM. H. BOGART, Cierk. 

Mr. S. also presented three petitions from citi. 
zens of Rochester, asking a reduction in the rates 
of postage, and the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 

Also, three petitions from citizens of New York 
to the same effect; which were severally referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and p 
Roads. 

Mr. COOPER presented the memorial of D, F 
Wilson and others interested in the manufacture 


Ost 


of iron, asking an increase of duties on foreign 
- 


iron; which was referred to the Committee on Fi. 
nance. 

Also, a memorial signed by citizens and seamen 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, asking that the 
seamen in the navy who served in the late war 
with Mexico may be allowed the same extra pay 
and bounty land that was granted to the regulars 
and volunteers of the army; whicn was referred 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented two petitions from 
citizens of Maine, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage to two cents on the half ounce; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


| and Post Roads. 


Mr. SOULE presented a memorial of the Cham- 


By Mr. WALDO: The petition of John A. Francis, in 
| behalf of himself and the heirs of Daniel Francis, de- 
| ceased, for indemnity for French spoliations. 


|| ber of Commerce of New Orleans, in favor of a 
'| reduction of the rates of postage and the restriction 
: ~: ae 

| of the franking privilege; which was referred to the 


| IN SENATE, 
Monpay, Februrary 18, 1850. 
| Mr. CALHOUN resumed his eeat this morning || 
| for the first time since his severe indisposition. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


| ate a communication from the Secretary ef State, | 
| made in compliance with the act of the 26th of | 
| 


| August, 1842, showing the disbursements of the | 
| appropriations for the service of that Department, || 
| including foreign missions; which was ordered to | 
| lie on the table, and the motion to print referred to |} 
| the Committee on Printing. 
| Also, a report of the Secretary of War, commu- || 
| nicated in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- || 
| ate of the 5th instant, covering the report of Lieut. | 
| M. L. Smith upon the improvement and drainage 
| of the Valley of Mexico; which was ordered to lie | 
on the table, and the motion to print was referred | 
| to the Committee on Printing. | 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. — | 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented sixty- 

one petitions, numerously signed by citizens of 
| Boston and other places in the State of Massachvu- | 
| setts, asking that the spirit ration in the navy may | 
| be abolished. 
Also, a petition from Ezekiel Jones, an officer | 
| in the revenue cutter service, asking that the spirit | 
ration may be abolished. 
Also, a petition from the same, asking that cor- || 
| poral punishment may be abolished in the navy; 
which several petitions were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Nayal Affairs. 
| Mr HALE presented a petition signed by thirty | 
| citizens of Winthrop, in the State of Maine, ask- 
| ing the adoption of measures for the establishment | 
of a Congress of Nations for the settlement of in- | 
ternational difficulties; which was referred to the || 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Also, a petition signed by 34 citizens of Hollis- | 
ton, Massachusetts, asking a reduction of the rates | 
of postage; which was referred to the Committee | 
| on the Post office and Post Roads. 
| 














| dered to be printed: 
Srate or New York, 
In ASSEMBLY, January 21, 1850. | 
Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That this Legislature | 
has seen, with profound satisfaction, the patriotic and con- 
| stitutional recommendations of the President of the United 
| States, that wise and sufficient appropriations be made for 





| 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition from citi- 

zens of Savannah, Georgia, in favor of the reduc- 

tion of postage; which petition, with the memo- 


| rial, was referred to the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memorial of citi- 


| zens of Illinois, asking a grant of land to the State 


of Iowa to aid in the construction of a road from 
Davenport to Council Bluffs; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
the American Institute of the city of New York, 
asking the establishment of an agricultural bureau; 
which was referred to the Committee on Agricul- 
ture. < 

Also, a petition of citizens of Rochester, in the 
State of New York, asking that the franking priv- 
ilege may be abolished and the price of postage 
reduced; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TURNEY presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Tennessee, asking the establishment of a 


| mail route from Winchester to Manchester, in 


that State; which was referred to the Committee 

on the Post Office and Post Roads. ° 
Also, a resolution of the General Assembly of 

Tennessee, in favor of the enactment of a law 


‘allowing to each non-commissioned officer and 


private who served in the war of 1812, and who 
served in the Florida war, and was honorably dis- 
charged from service, a land certificate or warrant 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land, to be at 
any time located, upon any public unappropriated 
land now or that may hereafter come into market; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. , 
‘Mr. KING presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Alabama, asking that certain public lands 
in that State reserved for naval purposes may be 
expoaed to public sale; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. % 

Mr. K. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, asking a grant of 
bounty lands to the soldiers and volunteers who 
served in the Seminole war; which was refer 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. ; 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Lewis 
B. Willis, formerly a paymaster in the army, ask- 
ing an equitable settlement of his accounts; whi 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. : 

Mr. M. also présented the memorial of the heirs 
of Charles Lewis, deceased, a revolutionary offi- 
cer, asking to be allowed seven years’ half pay; 
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which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- } 
yonary Claims. a . | 

Mr. RUSK presented a petition of citizens of | 
Shelby county, ‘Texas, and a petition of the- 
narishes of N atchitoches and Sabine, in Louisiana 
ssking the establishment of a ma‘l route from Nat- 
enitoches to Shelbyville, in Texas; which was | 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads. x if 

Mr. PRATT presented a memorial of Robert 
Ferguson, & memorial of Sarah G. Besse, a me- 
morial of Peregrine Shanks, and a memorial of 
Frederick Kounig, all asking indemnity for 
French spoiliations committed prior to 1800; which | 
were referred to the select committee on the subject. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I am requested to present 
the petition of Messrs. Little & Brown, publishers 
snd booksellers of well-known respectability in the 
city of Boston, praying Congress to subscribe for 
acertain number of copies of a work proposed to 
ye published by them, which work is the Journal 
of John Adams, second President of the United 
States. ‘They refer in the petition, to the proceed- 
ings of Congress in regard to the papers of General 
Washington, Madison, Jefferson, and Monroe. 
They state that they have a Diary of John Adams, 
cond President of the United States, from the 
year 1755, and other important public proceedings | 
collected by him but-never yet published. They 
think ita proper work for the patronage of Con- 
cress; and they desire that Congress may sub- 
scribe for acertain number of the volumes, to be 
printed at a certain price. Their accuracy and 
fdelity as printers is well known to both Houses | 
of Congress. I ask that the petition be referred to | 
the Committee on the Library and be printed. 

The petition was 30 referred, and the question 
of printing was referred to the Committee on | 
Printing. 

Mr. STUBGEON presented a petition of citi- | 
zens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, asking a i 
modification of the tariff act of 1846; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FELCH presented the memorial of Henry 
R. Schoolcraft, asking compensation for his ser- | 
vices as a disbusing agent of the Indian bureau be- 
tween the years 1822 and 184]; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, additional documents relating to the me- |! 
morial of the legal representatives of John Ander- 
son; which were referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Also, additional documents relating to the peti- || 
tion of Ezra Williams; which were referred to the || 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of the || 
late and present receivers and registers of the Hel- || 
ena land office, in Arkansas, asking to be allowed | 
commissions oa the entry of lands under military | 
bounty land warrants. 

Mr. 8. observed that, as a general bill had al- | 
ready been reported, he would move that the peti- 


' 
| 


tion lie on the table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a memo- 
nal of the Legislature of Wisconsin, asking a sur- 
vey of the Menominee purchase in that State, and 
that the settlers thereon my be allowed the right of 
preemption; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

_Also, a memorial of the-Legislature of Wiscon- 
fin, asking the establishment of a mail route from 
Muscoda to Adams, the tounty seat of Sauk coun- 
'y, in that State; which was referred to the Com- || 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads and or- | 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. SOULE presented a memorial of Peter M. 
Paillet, asking indemnity for losses sustained b 
the destruction of his property during the attac 
ofthe United States army on ‘Tabasco, in Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. | 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of Joseph 

arant, heir of a revolutionary officer, asking 
to be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of James P. Delacour, asking 
that the presentation of any document in the Sen- 
tte for the dissolution of the Union may be made 
cause for the expulsion of the Senator who may 
present it; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, the memorial of the heir of Benjamin 

Ontanye, asking compensation for his services 
4s a bearer of dispatches in the revolutionary war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
‘onary Clima. 


} 
| 


| 











| the revenue cutter Hamilton, asking that the navy 


Also, a memorial from citizens of Ohio, asking | 


the recognition of the independence of Liberia; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Also, the memorial of Benjamin E. 8. Ely, with 
a plan for maintaining a military post in Califor- 
nia; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented a joint resolution | 
passed by the Legislature of Indiana, in favor of 


| the claim of the representatives of Colonel Francis 
| Vigo, for advances made to the troops commanded 
| by General George Rogers Clark in 1778-9; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, and a motion to print the same was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the: petition of 


| Cyrus Wheelock, asking a pension for injuries 


sustained in the war of 1812; which were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 
Also, two memorials of citizens of Maine, ask- 


ing for the passage of a law abolishing flogging in 


the navy of the United States; which were referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of Iowa and Illinois, asking the removal 
of the obstructions in the upper and lower rapids 
in the Mississippi river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Cedar county, 
Towa, asking a grant of land to aid in the construc- 
tion of arailroad from Davenport to Council Bluffs; 


| which was referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 
Also,a petition of citizens of Clayton county, 


| Iowa, asking that Thomas Linton’s title to the 


Indian Farm, on Yellow river, be confirmed; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, 
Ordered, That the petition of John Madlan, on the files of 


|| the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 


Ordered, That the petition of Foxall A. Parker be with- 
drawn from the files aud referred to the Committee on Naval 


Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of Em. | 
B. Thompson, asking compensation for diplomatic 
services performed by her husband, asked to be | 
discharged from the further cousideration of the 
same, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations; which was concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of the officers and crew of 


nsion laws may be extended to them, asked to | 
Ce discharged from the further consideration of the 
same, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce; which was concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Wm. D. and Julia Aiken, | 
submitted a report, which was ordered to be nel 
ed, accompanied by a bill for her relief, which was 


| read, and passed to a second reading. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the case of Commander James Mcintosh, 
submitted a report, which was ordered to be print- 


read, and passed to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Charles Colburn, made an _ 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had | 
been referred the petition of John Pierce, made an 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered to | 
be printed. 
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ported in favor of printing the same; which was 
concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the motion to print the memorial of 


| the Legislature of Alabama, asking that two offi- 


cers be stationed at the observatory of Alabama 
for the prosecution of astronomical studies, re- 


| ported in favor of printing the same; which was 


concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the memorial of Charles 
Barrell and Wilder, in behalf of the heirs of the 


‘widow of Captain Robert Gray, asking the con- 


firmation of their title to the lands purchased of 
Indian tribes in 1791 in the northwest coast of 
America, reported against printing the same; 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands,*to which was referred the memorial of citi- 
zens of Michigan, asking a change of location of 


' land office in that State, reported a bill to establish 


an additional land office in the State of Michigan; 
which was read and passed to the second reading. 
Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Thos. Webb and John 
Cookern, register and receiver of the land office at 
Greenboro’, Louisiana, submitted an adverse re- 
port on the same; which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred a bill granting 
to the State of Alabama the right of way anda 
donation of public lands to aid in constructing a 
railroad from Selma to the Tennessee river, and a 
bill granting to the States of Alabama and Missis- 
sippi respectively a donation of public lands to aid 
in the construction of a railroad from the city of 
Mobile to the mouth of the Ohio river, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
said bills, and that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands; which was agreed to, 
Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of 
Thomas W. Chinn and others, asking to be re- 
lieved from a judgment against them as sureties of 
Thos. G. Morgan, late collector of New Orleans, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Claims; which was agreed to. 
Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, to which was referred the memorial 


| of the representatives of Wm. A. Slocum, asking 


compensation for his services in obtaining inform- 
ation in relation to settlements on the Oregon 
river, submitted a report, which was ordered to be 
printed, accompanied by a bill for the relief of the 
representatives of Wm. A. Slocum, which was 


‘| read and passed to a second reading. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was considered and 
agreed to. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing cir- 
cuit courts of the United States in the States of Wisconsin 
and Lowa. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Publie Lands be in- 
structed to inquire whether an amendment of the act of the 


| llth February, 1847, so as to authorize the sale or assign- 


ment of land warrants before they are actually issued ut the 


, 7 : ; - || Office, is necessary or expedient. 
ed, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which was || ; 


Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following, 


|| which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


| Post Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a mail 


route from Powhatan, in the eounty of Lawrence, in the 
State of Arkansas, via Walcott, to Wileysville, in Green 
county, in said State; and an extension, from Paracliftee, 
in Sevier county, State of Arkansas, to Rocky Comfort, in 


i said county, of the roate from Washington to Paracliftee. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- | 


ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
reports of the Secretary of State, showing the 
names and compensation of clerks and other per- 
sons employed during the year 1849, and the dis- 
bursements of the appropriations for the service of 
that Department, including foreign missions, re- | 
ported in favor of printing the same. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, with statements of contracts | 
authorized by that Department, 
the discharge of miscelleneous 


of 
claims, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted the fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved, That the memoir and map of reconnoissance of 
the ‘Topographical Engineers, showing the operations of the 
army of the United States in Texas and the adjacent Mexi- 
ean States on the Rio Grande, called for by resolution of the 


|| Senate of the &th August, 1848, and now on the files of the 


| Senate, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


payments for | 


Resolved, That, in addition to the usual number, there be 
printed 250 extra, (or the use of the bureau. 

The following resolution, heretofore submitted 
by Mr. Baupwin, was taken up and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law a salary 
for the collector of the customs for the port and district of 


&c., re- || Middletown, Conneeticut. 
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The following resolutions, heretofore submitted 
by Mr. Dopo, of Wisconsin, were taken up and 
adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 


municate to the Senate copies of a report of the survey and 
soundings of the harbor of Racine, in the State of Wiscon- 


| 
| 


it 


sin, made by Liewt. Webster during the pastsummer, with | 


the accompanying map and papers; as also with any “ ad- 


ditionat and correct information of the commerce of the | 


Lakes’? that may be in possession of the Chief of the Bu- 
rean of Topographical Engineers. 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed | 


so communicate to the Senate a statement of the amount of 
public money expended for the construction of harbors, the 
building of lighthouses, or for other purposes, within the 

resent limits of Milwaukee land district, designating each || . . 
, ; mae || committee should now take up the special message | 


object of expenditure, its locality, purpose, &c. 
The following resolution, heretofore submitted 


by Mr. Donar, of lowa, was taken up and adopt- || 
eda: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation for a geological survey of Oregon Territory. 


On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Senate, as in |! 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- | 


sideration of the bill to amend the several acts es- 
tablishing district courts of the United States in 


the State of Florida, and to provide for writs of || 


error and appeal from said courts; which was re- 
ported back to the Senate without amendment, or- 


dered to be engrossed for a third reading, read a || 


third time, and passed. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
special order, being the series of resolutions offered 
by Mr. Cray. 


Mr. DOWNS addressed the Senate for up- | 


wards of two hours, and, without concluding, 
gave way for a motion to adjourn. [Mr. D.’s 
speech will be found in the Appendix. ] 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespar, February 19, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday having been read in 

art— 

Mr. HILLIARD said, it was manifest that the 
Journal could not be satisfactorily read this morn- 
ing. He moved, therefore, that the further reading 
be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER said, unanimous consent would 
be required. 

Mr. ROOT said it was a wholesome practice to 
read each day the record of what had been done 
the previous day. He objected, therefore, to dis- 
pensing with the further reading of the Journal. 

The Clerk then proceeded with the reading 
thereof. 

The reading having been concluded, the Journal 
was approved. 

INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 


asked the unanimous consent of the House to be 
allowed to introduce a bill, of which he had given 
revious notice. The title of the bill was read for 
information as follows, to wit: ‘* A bill to prohibit 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in the public 
buildings, and on the public grounds, in the city 
of Washington.”’ : 
Objection having been made, the bill was not 
introduced, 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve it- 


self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, called for the 
regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Bary] is regularly in order. 


The question on that motion was then taken, 


and decided in the affirmative. e 


So the House again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || 


(Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in the chair.) 
CALIFORNIA, 


Mr. GIDDINGS rose, he said, to a privileged 
question. He objected to the further consideration 
of the President’s annual message, (which was 


the subject under consideration when the com- | 


mittee last rose,) with a view to move that the | motion; and, in the judgment of the Chair, it was 


committee take u 


the special message of the 
President of the e 


Mr. Venasie)—(that is, the special message on 
alifornia.) 


| 


tt 


| 
ij 


} 
| 
| 
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the motion is? 
Mr. GIDDINGS (apparently not hearing the 


inquiry) asked for telJers on his motion. 


Mr. INGE inquired of the Chair, whether the | 


gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. VenaBe,} 


(who was entitled to the floor on the President’s | 
| annual message,) had 


yielded it. 
The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the 


| Chair, the objection of the gentleman from Ohio | 


{[Mr. GippinGs] is in order. 
Mr. GIDDINGS said, his motion was that the 


of the President. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first question will be 
whether the committee will proceed to the con- 
sideration of the annual message of the President. 


| If the committee should determine that it will not || 
proceed to the consideration of that message, it | 
would be in order to move to take up any other | 


business. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Will the Chair state the 
question distinetly ? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, desired to be informed 
whether, if the committee should proceed to other 
business, the gentleman from North Carolina 
[Mr. Venasie} would be entitled to the floor? 


The CHAIRMAN said, he would decide that | 


question when it should properly come up. 
After a brief conversation between Mr WENT- 


| WORTH, Mr. JONES, Mr. INGE, Mr. RICH- 


ARDSON, and Mr. GIDDINGS— 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that he | 
concurred with the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. | 
| Grppin@s] in the propriety of taking up the spe- 


cial message of the President at the earliest mo- 
ment. But he would suggest that the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. sae was entitled 
to the floor. That gentleman wisbe 

remarks to the discussion of the annual message, 
and nothing else. 
the gentleman from Ohio should postpone his mo- 


| tion to take up the California special message, | 
|| until the gentleman from North Carolina had made 


| his remarks, 


\| 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
! 
| 
' 
| 
| 


i} 
i] 
1 

| 


\| 


| had just awarded the floor to the gentleman from || 


| the floor, or was supposed to be upon the floor. || 


' 
i} 
| 
| 
i 
i] 


| 


i 


nited State, in answer to the | 
resolution of the gentleman from North Carolina | 


\| addressed the committee at length. 
Mr. LITTLEFIELD having obtained the floor, | 


Mr. SCHENCK rose to order. 
Mr. GIDDINGS withdrew his motion. 


THE ANNUAL MESSAGE. 
Whereupon, the committee resumed the consid- 


eration of the several resolutions peferring to the |! 
| appropriate committees the various subjects em- | 


braced in the annual message of the President of 
the United States. 

Mr. VENABLE was entitled to the floor, and 
[His speech 
will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL obtained the floor. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose and objected 
to the further consideration of the President’s an- 
nual message, with a view to move to take up 
the special message relating to California. 

Mr. McCLERNAND raised the point of order 
on the motion of the gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. McLane. } 

Mr. CAMPBELL called to order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said that the Chairman 


Ohio (Mr. Campset.}] That gentleman was upon 
He (Mr. McC.) insisted that the gentleman from 


Maryland [Mr. McLane] had no right to take the 
floor from the gentleman from Ohio. The case 


was distinguishable from that which had been | 
| made this morning by the gendeman from Ohio 


[Mr. Gipprines. 
Mr. McLANE. Ithink that under the rule, 1 
—_ the right to deprive the gentleman of the 
oor. 
The CHAIRMAN said he should overrule the 
— of oider of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
ceCLernann.}] The gentleman from Ohio tM 
CampBeELt] to whom the floor had been awarded, 


had neither commenced his speech nor made any 


competent for any gentleman to rise and object to 
the further consideration of the annual message, 


| and to move that it be laid aside with a view to 


take up some other business. 


The CHAIRMAN desired to know whether the 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Will the gentle- | 
|| man be ao obliging as to state what the object of |; pealed from the decision. 


The question is, whether | 
or not the committee will proceed to the further | 
consideration of the President’s annual message? 


to direct his | 


He (Mr. McL..) submitted that || 


Feb. ‘19, 


— 








gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McCrernanp] ay. 

|| ing that question he would like to be in 

| the gentleman from Ohic (Mr. Campse 
er it was with his assent that the gent 
Maryland [Mr. Mclane] made his motion 

| Mr. CAMPBELL said, no; he objected to 4 

Mtr, MeCLERNAND. T ; 

Mr. MeCLE - Thenla 

decision of the Chair. Ppeal from the 

The CHAIR stated thé question, and remarked 
| that the appeal was not debatable. The Chai 

would ask, however, that the rule might he aa . 

Mr. McLANE said he would not press the point 
now. But he hoped he might be permitted to call 
the attention of the committee to a single fact, 

Objections were made. 

Mr. McLANE withdrew his motion; givin, 
notice, however, that he should ask a vote upon t 
when the gentleman who now held the floor haq 
| concluded his remarks. 

Mr. CAMPBELL then addressed the Chaj- 
occupying his hour, in a reply to the charges made 
against the North. [His speech will be found jy 
the Appendix. ] 

Mr. McLANAHAN obtained the floor. 

[Mr. PRESTON KING raised the same point 
of order twice raised :his morning, objecting to the 
further consideration of tke sabject before the 
committee, with a view to take up the California 
message. The Chair sustained the point of order. 
| Mr. McCvernanp appealed from the decision, and 
| by ayes 54, noes 82, the decision was reversed. 

Mr. McLANAHAN then addressed the com. 
\, mittee. He said: 
Nothing was further from my intention than to 
|| address either the House or the Committee of the 
| Whole, at so early a day in its session, But 
| have been so much astonished and pained by the 
sentiments I have heard avowed upon this floor, 
that I would do injustice to my own feelings, as 
well as to the expectations of the sterling consti- 
| tuency I have the honor in part to represent, were 
I to remain entirely silent. Sir, not many days 
after the commencement of the session, an hon- 
orable member from Georgia, [Mr. ‘Toomss,] 
| under circumstances of the highest excitement in 
|| this hall, emphatically asserted that the dark and 
|| portentous subject of slavery lay at the bottom of 
| all our difficulty in effecting an organization of the 
| 
| 
1] 
i] 


| Mr McCLERNAND said, that before answer. 


formed } 
LL} wheth. 
€man from 


| House; that sectional feeling, sectional prejudices 
| were at work, and sectional lines were about to be 
| drawn, which arrayed the North against the South, 
Let us for a moment revert to what has occurred, 
|, and see with what semblance of justice a charge 
at once so serious and so important was made. A 
'' southern candidate for the Speakership was nomi- 
|| nated by the Democratic party, and supported by 
|| the united votes of that party, North and South. 
|| A northern candidate was nominated by the Fede- 
} ral party for the same office, and was supported 
'| by the united northern and southern votes of that 
| party. I have nothing to say of the guerilla troops 
| that hung on the flanks of the great contending 
|| armies. But, sir, it is well known that the regu- 
lar line of battle was drawn up according to well- 
established party tactics. Party organization was 
paramount to all sectional feeling throughout the 
contest. Had sectional instead of party lines been 
drawn, how different the result; for then it is and 
must be perfectly evident to — one, that the 
|, conjoint vote from the North and West, irrespect- 
ive of party ties, could have elected the officers, and 
| organized the committees of this House within 
two hours after we were assembled together on the 
first day of the session. The Speaker occupies 
| the chair in which you now sit by a party vole, 
| and was thus invested with authority to appoint 
|| the committees. With what skill, judgment, and 
_ justice he discharged that important duty, remains 
to be seen—the prognostic laudations of the Union 
and the Pennsylvanian to the contrary notwith- 
standing. It is true that the nominee of the Dem- 
ocratic party for the office of Clerk—a gentleman, 
| by the way, who brought to the advocacy of the 
southern view of the question of slavery an amount 
of energy,and argument, and eloquence, seldom 
equalled, and never surpassed by the most gifted 
son of the South—it is true he was defeated by 
the desertion of southern Democrats, who saw it 
to elect a southern Whig. No one dare allege that 
a defection arose from sectional motives. | |\ 

was a purely patriotic act. The vote cast a few 
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een ee ease eee 
days ago to lay upon the table the resolution of || State of the Union. Receiving fewer benefits from, | confederation of sister States cannot perish; it 
the honorable member from Ohio, (Mr. Root,] in- || and conferring more on the Confederacy than any | must notbe. Havin many members, the Republic 
dicated anything else than the existence of sec- || other State, her self-sacrificing motto has ever | has but one body. his nation has but one heart, 
ijonal feeling on the question of the Wilmot proviso. | been, **Union for the sake of the Union.” | and every pulsation of that heart beats high and 
Thus, it must be seen, that the accusation against || If she regards the Wilmot proviso as one of | strong for the Union. Sir, cool, cunning, deliber- 
the integrity and patriotism of those who represent || the political humbugs of the day, she looks | ate calculations have been made in this Capitol, as 
the freemen of the North and the West was as || upon southern nullification as another and a more | well as elsewhere, of the vabae of this Union. I 
yofounded as it was uncalled for and unjust. detestable one. If she considers northern fa- || will not — to point out the miserable fallacy of 
Mr. Chairman, does not the history of the last || naticism as a chimera, she regards southern || such calculations. My feelings revolt at the 
Presidential campaign furnish grounds to imagine || fury as another and a greater one. Extremes are | mournful task. 








that scarcely two years ago some ten or twenty || always dangerous; and if ever the North and | Judas Iscariot sold his Lord and Master for 
thousand of the chivalrous yeomany of the sunny || South meet, it must be where alone there is safety | thirty pieces of silver. Conscience-stung, he flung 
gouth might have been seen eagerly pressing || —in the moderation and patriotism of a middle | back at the feet of those who had bribed him the 


ground one of their favorite orators, as he pro- || course. It need not be concealed, and it cannot || glittering treasure, and hanged himself. His 
cjaimed to them the glad tidings that a political || be denied that in Pennsylvania we, with a una- | bloated and disembowelled body fell a disgusting 
saviour had been found to relieve the South from || nimity unequalled on any other subject, regard | spectacle to the earth, and his guilty spirit went 
the thraldom of northern fanaticism ?—that the || slavery asa national curse and a national disgrace. | hissing to hell. That American citizen who could 
Constitution was safe, and the Union would be || Indeed, sir, this is the noble and triumphant senti- || betray his country and barter away the Union for 
preserved ?—that he gave them joy that that can- || ment of the age in which we live. We sympa- | mere pecuniary considerations deserves no better 
didate was General Taylor, a southern man with || thize in it with all our souls; and in doing so, we || fate. 

southern feelings and southern principles? _Elect || but keep time in the progressive’ march of the | But, sir, I say again, this Union is safe. Ifthe 
him and let Congress pass the Wilmot proviso in || mind, pressing onward and upward to the attain- || President of the United States and Congress as- 
aterritorial bill, he will interpose his constitutional || ment of the political and religious freedom of | sembled cannot preserve it, twenty millions of 
veto, and preserve the rights of the South. Let || every son of Adam. But we remember the Con- || freemen can and will; and wo be unto him who, 
Congress pass a bill abolishing slavery in the Dis- | stitution of our country, and we would not forfeit || either North or South, raises the traitor cry of 
trict of Columbia, his constitutional veto will pro- || our faith to the Union by altering or erasing one || disunion. An invisible but an electric chain of 
tect you in your just rights. May we not sup- || jot or title of that sacred compact. We would || national sympathy binds the people of this coun- 
pose him as adopting the favorite and familiar lan- || leave the question of slavery where the Constitu- | try indissolubly together in one common bond of 
guage so often introduced in the resolutions of his | tion left it—with the people of the States in which || brotherhood. It is their pride and their glory 
political party at the South ?—** The candidate || it exists. This was the solemn decision of the | to be one. What, sir, dissolve this Union !—a 
whose claims I advocate is of us, is with us, is for || Congress of the United States as early as the year | Union cemented by the highest and holiest associ- 
ys. Elect him, preserve yourselves, your Consti- || 1790, when the Society for the Abolition of ‘Sla- || ations of the past, the proud triumphs of the pres- 
tution, and your country from destruction.” And 1 very in Pennsylvania petitioned for action on the || ent, and the glorious prospects of the future! 
as his ‘* words that burned and thoughts that || subject. It was then resolved ‘that Congress || Never! Dissolve this Union! God of my coun- 
breathed’’ fell upon the ears of his too credulous |! ‘ have no authority to.interfere in the emancipation || try, forbid it! 








auditors, one long, loud shout of joy burst from || ‘ of slaves, or with the treatment of them in any | Mr. McLANAHAN having concluded— 

their hearts. The day came, their votes were || ‘of the States—it remaining with the several States || Mr. BAY obtained the floor, but yielded toa 

cast, and Genera! Taylor was elected President of || ‘ alone to provide any regulations therein which || motion that the committee rise, which was agreed 
. the United States. The first Congress under this || ‘ humanity and true policy may require.” || to. 

new Administration had scarcely convened; parties || As to the absolute and unqualified rightof Con- | The committee then rose. 

were balloting for a Speaker; the President’s mes- | gress to legislate on the subject of slavery in the || The Speaker’s chair was occupied, pro tem., by 

save had not been sent in, not an intimation of his || Territories, we have not the slighest doubt. The | Mr. Winrurop. 

policy had been given; the House unorganized, || right is given in the clear terms of the Constitu- || The CHAIRMAN reported the progress of the 

not ina condition to legislate on the subject of |; tion itself—so amply and so often interpreted and | commmittee— 

slavery, or on any other subject; and a southern | confirmed by a series of legislative precedents, } And the House adjourned. 

orator is seen rushing into the hall of national re- || that it is a matter of astonishment that any jurist | 

presentation— | could ever hesitate on the subject, or that even a || PETITIONS, &e. 


“* His eye, in a fine phrensy rolling, | 
Doth glance from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven, | 





Virginia abstractionist could have raised aquibble. | The following petitions and memorials were 
And, as imagination bodies forth the forms of thin But it does not necessarily follow that, because we | presented under the rule and appropriately referred: 
aineen.” ; es || possess the right, we ought therefore toexercise || By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Benjamin Wes- 
His fancy turns them into shapes, and gives ‘| it. We may possess a right, and it may be inex- || ton, jr-, and 28 on, citizens of Madison, in the county of 

To airy nothing a local habitation and a name; || pedient, unnecessary—nay, even unjust—to exer- | Somerset, and State of Maine, for cheap pustage. 
Such tricks hath strong imagination.” eee 5 tes fe | Also, the petition of Jutin Pierce, jr., and. 72 others, citi- 
, [om : _ || cise it. To say the least of it, it is not now ne- | zens of Embden and North Anson, in the State of Maine, 

Ay, sir, that same voice is heard here, invoking || cessary orexpedient, under existing circumstances, | forthe same. 

the spirit of discord to preside over your councils, || to exercise our constitutional right, and legislate | Also, the petition of John Knowlton and 58 others, citi- 


. . . : zens of the State of Maine, for the sate. 
until he has some assurance for southern rights on || on the subject of slavery in the territory now be- |“ yy Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of a large number of 
the subject of slavery, proclaiming diswnion ! and || longing to this government. The question is set- | the citizens of Obion county, Tenens, asking for a mail 


willing to dedicate himsel!, body and soul, to the || tled in Texas; and should it ever again raise its || route from ‘Troy, Tennessee, to New Madrid. ; 
accomplishment of this high and noble purpose. || hydra head within that State, it must be inthe ad- | By Mr. COBB, of Alabama: The petition of W. R. W. 


; ss : : 4 ‘ | Cobb, of Alabama, praying Congress to amend the law 
Do southern Federalists forget Truman Smith’s || justment of her boundary lines, which is clearly | granting pensions to the widows and orphans of the Mexiean 


Southern Life of General Taylor? Do southern || a matter for judicial investigation and decision. || war whose husbands and fathers died of disease contracted 
orators forget their solemn pledges toa confiding '| California has framed her constitution, and ex- | in the army after being discharged, so as to embrace the 
constituency? Do they forget that the redeemer || cluded slavery; that settles the question there—and | py Apher vera arn hey war with Great Britain, the 
of the South from northern thraldom was elected, | that California will ultimately be admitted into this || By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of Elijah Crane, and 
has taken an oath to support the Constitution, and | Union is a foregone conclusion. By the local laws 


| other citizens of Michigan, for cheap postage. 
even now sits at the other end of the avenue, in- of Mexico, the Territory of New Mexico, what- || Also, a petition from a literary association of Centreville, 
stalled President of the United States, daily receiv- 


| 

| 

. : | Michigan. 

. . ' |) ever be her boundaries, is free. Slavery must ex- Also, the petition of Ira Bidwell and many citizens, pray- 
ing aid and comfort from that American Tallyrand, || ist by positive law, and therefore cannot exist in || ing that Congress would take meaus to procure a peace 
the far-seeing prime minister Clayton? Or have || New Mexico, until the will of the people abro- || congress of nations. a 
their fervent hopes ‘in this the winter of their || gates the law as it stood at the time of the cession || _ By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of John Bates, asking 


. <a . ‘ . | co sation tor his services as acting boatswain. 
discontent”’ for political salvation from that quar- || of the Territory, under the Mexican treaty of | By Mr. HENRY: The oouedan 7 ae Ress, acct 


ter, fallen at last into sullen despair? peace. The principle isa plain one. If the Can- || dier of the war of 1813, fora pension. , 
Mr. Chairman, it is not my design to enter into || adas were either ceded by treaty or annexed by an || _ By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
an elaborate argument upon the various thrilling || act of Congress, they would come into the Union | Enech Dobyns, a blind soldier of the war of 1612, and a 


; ; . ; . i} fa number of the citizens of Mason county, Kentuck 
and important questions involved in the present || as Free Soil. If,on the other hand, Cuba was || praying a pension may be granted said Dobyns fur carviees 


momentous issue before the country; it is simply || either ceded or annexed, she would come in as || rendered the country in said war. 
to state here what I believe to be the sentiments of | slave territory. In one case, it would require a || 2 > HUNTER: The memorial and petition of George 


oo ° } ee . . e ie ski iati > e 
a vast majority of the people of Pennsylvania. | positive law by the State itself to create the insti- || > terri’, See OX Renee Ot Se cana 


Sir, this war of the political elements may rage; | tution of slavery; in the other, to inhibit or abolish || tions and grants under Indian treaties,” under the act of 
the tempest of civil discord may howl around and || it. But should it ever become necessary to settle || May 9, 1836. } 

within the Capitol; but there is no danger of the || this point, the proper tribunal for its adjudication 1 BY Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: She genie oS oo 
destruction of the republic. The memorable de- | and decision is one to which the whole country | and 178 others, citizens of Salineville an y; . 





; : || for chea tage. 
claration that ‘the Union must and shall be io would cheerfully appeal—Il mean the Supreme | Also, ee ouieion of William S. Miner and 48 citizens of 
served ;’’ is as true now as when it was uttered by || Court of the United States. i Moore’s Salt Works, Ohio, for the same. 
the illustrious Jackson. ‘| These, Mr. Chairman, and fellow-represent- ||. BY Mr- KING, of Masxachusetts : The aes Ss See 


. . . 4 G. Sh d others, merchants of Boston, and of citizens 
The “old Keystone” of the federal arch is in | atives, are my views, and, in my humble judg- || of Lynn, for the esection of a light-house on Egg Rock, 


the right place, and the foundations of that arch are || ment, the views of the people of Pennsylvania, | near Lynn. 
laid firm end im in the affections of the people. | briefly and, I trust, clearly, expressed on these | By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of P. F. Myres and 





The geographical position of Pennsylvania—the || grave and momentous questions. With us the | 557 other citizens and seamen of Philadelphia, asking that 


; : . =o : ag ‘He || the seamen employed in the Gulf of Mexico may be as well 
moral ae and proverbial patriotism of her | preservation of the Union is a paramount consid- | ied for a aes as have been the soldiers of the 


citizens, give her an influence between o in eration. We cling to i heet-anchor of all || army in Mexico. 

aoe 7 a Si By Mr. NELSON: The petition of Thomas Harber and 
120 other citizens of Yonkers, West Chester county, New 
York, against the traffic in the public lands by the - 
ment, and praying that such land may be laid off iato farms 


Southern and northern extremities that always has 
and always must be felt in promoting the general 
welfare. She is emphatically the conservative 


our hopes. We venerate it as the ark of the cov- | 
enant of our national existence, and withered he | 


the hand that sacrilegiously touches it. Thisgreat | 
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and lots, for ue-free use of such citizens as will occupy the 
same, &c. ° ES 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of Captain 
Thomas Duer, praying for the payment of money advanced 
10 the Government during the war with Great Britain. 

Aieo, the petition of Hartwell Carver, praying for the con- 
firmation of his tide to a tract of land near the Falls of St. 
Anthony, in the territory of Minnesota. 

Also, three petitions of the citizens ofthe city of Rochester, 
praying for a reduction of the rates of postage. 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of J. J. Fargo and 29 
others, citizens of Wyoming county, New York, praying 
Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid letters 
at two cents per half once. 

By Mr. JOUN A. KING: The petition of Tra T. Hor- 
ton for compensation for his time and expenses as a witness 
befire the United States Court in relation to a mutiny on 
board the whale ship Meteor. 

By Mr. PHGENIX: The memorial and resolutions of the 
American Institute of the city of New York, in favor of the 
estatlishment of an AgricuNural Bureau. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of citizens of New Lon- 
don, Connecticut, for reduction of postage. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Windham, Connecticut, 
for the same purpose. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of Isaac Tolman 
and thirty-five others, citizens of Matinicus Island, in the 
State of Maine, praying that a mail route be established 
from East Thomston, in said State, to said island. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 19, 1850. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


acommunication from the Department of State, 
made in compliance with the resolution of the 11th 
instant, calling for any papers in the Department 
of State relative to the conduct of Daniel Cook, 
master of the English barque Sarah, in saving the 
passengers and crew of the American ship Caleb 
Grimshaw, communicating all the papers on file 
relative thereto; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 











therefor; which was referred to the Committee on 
' the Territories. 


Mr. BRADBURY presented a memorial of C. | 


Bradbury, asking indemnity for French spolia- 
| tions prior to 1800; which was referred to the 
| select committee on the subject. 

| Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a memorial of 
officers, non-commissioned officers, privates, and 
| volunteers of the war of 1812, asking to be al- 


| lowed bounty land; which was referred to the | 


| Committee on Military Affairs. 
| zens of Seneca county, New York, and a petition 
| from citizens of Cayuga county, New York, in 
| favor of the reduction of the rates of postage to 
| two cents on all prepaid letters of half an ounce; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


RIGHT OF PETITION. 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I have re- 


ceived and been requested to present the petition 
of George W. Rose, of New York, in which he 


states that he most respectfully prays your honor- | 
able body to impart to him, through the report of || 
| a committee, what subjects or matters are clearly | 


within the power of petitioners to present to the 
| notice of Congress, as he is about to address a pe- 


to act upon, and being unable to procure the ne- 


Without reading, I move that the petition be laid 
upon the table. 
Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I raise the ques- 


| dent of the United States, reported agai 


| referred the motion to print the report 


| retary of War, communicating Li 
Smith’s ) Slseet wed iat 


Mr. SEWARD presented a petition from citi- | 


| printing of these papers? 
| scheme of drainage of the neighboring § 
_ Are we to give our labor, our time, and our money 
| to drain any portion of the valley of Mexico? jf 


ti'ion to your honorable body on a subject which | 
may not come within the province of the Senate, | 


as a constituent part of the National Legislature, | graphical corps were directed to make a very care. 


| ful survey of that valley. 


cessary information as to his rights and privileges | great labor, a very excellent map of the city and 


as an American citizen, he submits his petition. | 


Feb. 19, 
nst Printing 


which 
of the Was, 


the same; which was concurred in. 
Also, from the same committee, to 


report upon the improvement and dra; 
age of the valley of Mexico, reported in ieee, 
pees the report, with the same additional nu 
er as was ordered of the map of the same off. 
cer. 
Mr. KING. I should like to know 


fi 
friend from Arkansas (Mr. Bortanp] ts 


w hat object 


| is to be accomplished by the printing of that 
_and map? I should like very mueh to know che 


we have to do with the draining of the valley of 
Mexico? What is to be accomplished by the 

Are we to enter into a 
lates? 


we are not, I should like to know what object we 
should accomplish, or what good we should do } 
printing, at a considerable expense, documents 
relating to a subject over which we have no coy. 
trol? I should like to hear from my friend wha 
he proposes to accomplish by it? 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, I will state 
the views with which I have made this report. 
During the recent occupation of the valley of 
Mexico by our army, the officers of the topo- 


They prepared, with 


valley of Mexico. This map was deemed to be 
_ of sufficient value by the Senate to order its being 
large number of 


,. lll lel ee ee 


| engraved and the printing of 
|| copies. A call was made on the War Depart 
| ment to furnish the report of Lieut. Smith, wifo in 
| part made that map. This report connects itself 
|| with the map; and it is very necessary, in order 
‘to render the information derived from the map 


| tion of reception; for, as I understand it, this pe- 
| tition is disrespectful to the Senate. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let the petition be read. 
The Secretary read the petition as follows: 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. CLARKE presented two petitions of citi. 
zens of Providence, Rhode Island, asking that 








Congress will at its present session pass a law to 
establish a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed 
two cents on each prepaid letter of half an ounce 
for all distances, and for other corresponding re- 
forms; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial, namerously signed, from citi- 
zens living on the west side of Naragansett Bay, 
asking that the collection districts of Rhode Island 
may be so altered that all the counties of Kent and 
Washington may be put into the district of Provi- 
dence; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented two petitions, 
signed by fifty-five citizens of Rochester, New 


York, asking a reduction of the rates of postage | 


and the abolition of the franking privilege, and the 
restoration of the former act allowing newspapers 
to pass free within thirty miles of the place of their 
publication. wer 

Also, a petition from the principal and students 
of the academy in Stephanton, New York, in favor 
of cheap postage. 

All of which petitions were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SMITH presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Daniel Francis, praying indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was refer- 
red to the select committee. 

Aiso, a petiuon from the heirs at law of Isaac 
White, askingepermission to locate a bounty land 
warrant issued for his services as a soldier in the 
last war with Great Britain; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES presented a memorial of citizens of 
Boon codnty, lowa, asking the establishment of a 
military post at Lizzard Fork of the Des Moines 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Iowa, asking 
the construction of a railroad from the Missouri 
river to the Pacific ocean; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public* Lands. 

Also, a petition from the same source, asking a 
grant of public land to the State of Iowa, to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from Dubuque to 
Keokuk, in said State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. DOUGLAS submitted a letter addressed to 
him by Hugh N. Smith, delegate from the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico, accompanied by a copy of 
the journal of the proceedings of the Convention 
of that Territory, and a plan of government adopted 


| favor of printing the same; whic 
| red in. \ 





| To the Sencte of the United States : 

The undersigned most respectfully doth pray your honor- 
| able body to impart to him, through report of a committee, 
what subjects or matters are clearly within the power of 
petitioners to present to the notice of Congress, as he is 
| about to address a petition to your honorable body on asub- 
| ject which may not come within the province of the Senate, 
as a constituent part of the National Legislature, to act upon ; 
and being unable to procure the necessary information as to 


| submits this petition, and your petitioner, as in duty bound, 
will ever pray. GEO. W. ROSE. 

New York, Feb, 18, 1850. 

The question was then taken on the reception of 
| the petition, and three Senators only voted in the 
affirmative. The petition was therefore not re- 
| ceived. 


REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 


Mr. KING. I have received a memorial, signed 
by many citizens of Talladega county, in the State 
of Alabama, in which they ask that Congress may 
reduce the rates of postage. I believe this is the 
first petition that I have received from that region 
of country on this subject, and I am only surprised 
in receiving this, as 1 am under the impression that 
the reduction of the rates of postage has, in the 
new States, deprived us of facilities which we 
originally possessed. The population is so sparse 
on many routes that low rates do not pay the ex- 
penses incurred in carrying the mail. e have 
made frequent representations tu the Department 








transport the mail to us over some of the more 
expensive and most important routes. I move that 
the memorial be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. The petition was so 
referred. 


| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the bill to revive a 
portion of an act for the relief of widows of de- 
ceased soldiers, reported back the same without 
amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Also, from the Committee on Printing, to which 
was referred the motion to print the resolutions of 


| the Legislature of Indiana in relation to the claim 


| of the representatives of Francis Vigo, reported in 
was concur- 


Also, from the same committee, to which was 


| referred the motion to print the memorial of Little 


& Brown, asking the patronage of Government to 
the life and works of John Adame, second Presi- 


his rights and privileges as an American citizen, humbly | 


|| reoccupation of the territory. 


on this subject, but we are constantly met with | 
the declaration that they have not funds enough to | 





intelligible, or even the map itself intelligible, that 
it should be printed and accompany the map. 
Upon this ground it has been proposed to print a 
sma!l number of copies of this report. As to the 
policy of the printing of matters connected with 
other countries I have but little to say; thatis a 
matter for the action of the Senate. It cannot be 
denied, however, that this report may be highly 
useful as a matter of public information, Whether 
we have at present any direct and immediate in- 
terest in the topography of the valley of Mexico! 
am not prepared to say; but I hope the time will 
'come, and I hope too that I shall live to see it, 
| when we shall have a great interest in the valley 
of Mexico. 
Mr. HALE. I would inquire of the honorable 
Senator from Arkansas, if this report looks to the 
[Laughter. 
I will state to the Senator 


Mr. BORLAND. 


|| from New Hampshire, that the committee did not 


| take that pointinto consideration. I have already 
| stated the grounds on which they made this report. 
| The views I suggested in relation to the future re- 
occupation of Mexico, were my own. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. [introduced the resolution 
calling on the War Department for this report. 
During the occupation of Mexico by the army of 
the United States it was deemed wise to keep the 
engineering corps engaged. When they had no 
other work, in making explorations that would 
contribute to science and to the knowledge of the 
country, and not | presume with reference to any 
reoccupation of the territory, they were contribu- 
ting to the knowledge of the country or imparting 
useful and valuable information, which, if unfor- 
tunately we ever should have another collision 
with that country, would be of immense value, 
besides being a vaiuable contribution to geographi- 
cal knowledge and science. With this view, ¢x- 
plorations were made upon all the different lines 
on which the army marched, and reports have 
been made, and expensive maps have been ordered. 
In this case a map. has been ordered, which will 











_ be very valuable, and very costly, and as | believe 


a large portion of the expense has already been 
incurred, the simple question is now whether the 
report accompanying the map shall be printed also. 
The cost of printing the report will be ve little, 
and yet it embodies all the information delineated 
in the map, and to publish the map at a vast = 
pense and then suppress the report, which wil 
cost but a trifle, it strikes me would be rather 
absurd. 
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"ale. KING. It strikes me that of late years we | or refer to it with the view of writing a book, I 


have been pursuing a course of printing maps and | 
documents of this sort which is not appropriate || 
forus. We are incurring expense by printing | 
maps of countries in which we have no interest, || 
and which have.no practical utility whatever. In 
answer to - question, they say we have done— 
what? We have ordered thirty-five hundred ex- 
tra copies of the map to be printed and engraved. 
What kind of a map is it? It isa map showing 
that we can drain with facility the lakes and val- 
leys of Mexico! 

Mr. BORLAND. The map is not of that char- 
acter. itis a general map, but a very minute one 
of the city and valley of Mexico. This report is 
the report of the engineer on the subject of drain- | 


ve. 
nie. KING. Iam well aware of that; the map || 
has, however, been ordered, and the proof sheets || 
are already here, as I understand. Why shall we || 
add to the expenses already incurred, as | conceive | 
unnecessarily? Because, if it were necessary, || 
for any purpose connected with this Government, | 
it should have remained in the War Department, 
where they might have had any number printed 
which were deemed necessary. As to a general 
map of the country for the purpose of reoccupa- 
tion, 1 hope we shall have none for a such a pur- 
pose. We have already had difficulties enough 
from such a cause. I am not disposed to accu- 
mulate them in any shape. Is there a Senator 
who believes that any individual will be benefited 
by the printing of these maps, excepting the officers 
who prepared the report, and who will be grati- 
fied by seeing their labors spread before the coun- || 
try? Is there a single citizen that will be bene- | 
fied by knowing in what particular manner the || 
lakes and valleys of Mexico can be drained? || 
There must necessarily be a great expense in- || 
curred for the printing. Even if the expense were | 
moderate, it is one which we ought not to incur. | 
I know how all these expenses increase, and I am | 
| 
| 
| 


opposed to the whole matter. 

Mr. BUTLER. I know that a map of this 
kind may contribute to the knowledge of geogra- | 
phy, and doubtless may be interesting to the gen- | 
eral reader; but [ do not know at all what Con- | 
gress has to do with that. It seems to me latterly | 
to have become very much the practice here to || 
make books; for when any one wants a book || 
made up, it only appears to be necessary to give || 
it the character of a public document, and then || 
to make a motion in this house that it should be || 
printed at the public expense. But I rise to ob- | 
ject to this motion on higher considerations. || 

hese maps and reports may serve as memorials |. 
or trophies of the victories acquired by our army 
in Mexico; but in that respect I would not have 
them printed so as to mortify the people whose | 
country we have overrun, much less with any | 
indication that it may hereafter be our purpose to 
use them for any prospective advantage. The | 
last thing that we should do is to mortify a people || 
whom we have conquered, and still less that we || 
should do any thing to indicate an ultimate pur- || 
re to take their territory. In any pointof view | 

am seriously of opinion that national delicacy re- |. 
quires that we should not print these papers. 

Mr. BORLAND. I would simply observe, for | 
the information of the Senator from South Carolina, |, 
{Mr. Buruer,] that this map and report were | 
prepared — by the desire of the Mexican 1 
authorities during our occupation of the city of | 
Mexico. This map and pa 
the exfress application of the Ayuntamiento, and | 
the publication of it, therefore, so far from being | 
disagreeable to the Mexican people or authorities, | 
will, the committee have every reason to believe, | 
be Highly gratifying to them. 

Mr. UTLER. Under any circumstances I 
can hardly think they will regard the publication 
of this map and report as a very complimentary 
notice. But, sir, 1 have a few more words to say 
upon the subject. If this is to be done at the sug- 

n of and for the especial benefit of Mexico, | 
do not see whyawe should be at the expense. 
Ifthe Mexican minister here requires any inform- 
ation which that map and report may contain, I 
am satisfied that we should be courteous enough 
to give to him or to any other foreign minister a 
copy. We frequently enough anole as England 

for copies of documents whieh are courteously | 








} 





granted. And if hereatter any literary virtuoso | 
to.go to this map and take a copy of it, | important to print the map, this report being con- | 


| co, is certainly very surprising to me. 
some swamps of our own, the feasibility of drain- | 





hope we shall give him all the facilities for extend- 
ing geographical knowledge, or any other knowl- 
edge. But Il have no idea of making Congress a 
convenient vehicle for the printing of allglocuments 


|| of this kind, which is neither more nor less than 
| the making of books. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Being myself a member of 
the Committee on Printing, | desire to say that 
arrangements have been so made that it has been 
utterly impossible for me to give my attendance at 
the sessions of that committee. concur most 
cheerfully in the remarks which have been made 
by the honorable Senator from Alabama, [Mr. 
Kine] as well as in what has fallen from the hon- 
orable Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Burer. } 

Had this matter been submitted to me as one of 
the members of the committee, I assuredly should 


not have given my assent to the recommendation | 


for the printing of these documents. The sug- 
gestions which have been offeredeare sufficient to 
satisfy my mind, and it seems to me would have 
satisfied the other members of the committee on a 
very cursory examination of the matter. 

It would be much more agreeable, I apprehend, 
to the Senate, if the Committee on Printing were 


| to report that Prescott’s IListory of Mexico should 


be printed. It would be much more desirable and 


much more acceptable to the Senate and to the | 


country; and yet the same reasons, the same ob- 


| jections which would obtain to the printing of that 
volume applies to this, and to a much greater de- | 


gree. What have we to do with this matter? 


| What connection have we with the subject? If 


the Departments are desirous of ayailing them- 
selves of any information which they can gather 


|| from the reports of the corps of engineers during 


the last war, it is within their province, and they 


| can do it; but that we are to give publicity through 


the country to documents, and to publish maps 
and reports tending to show what may or may not 
be the feasibility of draining the swamps of Mexi- 
We have 


ing which I would rather see reported on and ex- 

lained. We have improvements within our own 

nion which certainly much more properly belong 
to us. Whilst | would be probably the last man 
in this body to favor many of these purposes of in- 
ternal improvements, I would favor them heartily 
while I would reject this. It is suggested that we 
have already ordered a certain number of maps to 
be engraved. I can only say in reply, that it isa 
subject which has never passed under my investi- 
gation, and of which I was ignorant. I think the 
resolution must have been adopted at some time 


when [| was not in my place, although I am noty 


often absent. The better remedy, in my mind, 
would be to retrace the steps which we have al- 
ready taken. Instead of adopting a resolution to 
print the report, [ would take the most rapid steps 
to rescind the action of the Senate, and to stop the 
engraving already ordered. 1 hope the report of 
the committee will not be adopted. 

Mr. BORLAND. In justice to myself, as 
chairman of the Committee on Printing, I desire 
to say that the honorable Senator from Maine, as 


‘| a member of the committee, has no right to com- 


plain of the action of the committee because of 
his absence. The day for the sessions of the 
committee was fixed early in the session, and he 
has not attended any meeting of the committee 
since. Hehas beena member of another commit- 


rs were pre on || tee,and if he has not attended he cannot com- 


plain. Further, | had an understanding with him 
that, upon matters of printing, it was not necessa- 
ry that he should be present except on extraordi- 
nary occasions, or that he should be consulted. 
| He left it to me, and I understood from those who 
| had been on the Committee on Printing that such 


| had been the custom of the committee that the 


| chairman has usually made the reports. 


} 
} 


that it met with the views of the 





| of this map were not particularly considered by 


the committee in making this report in favor o 
inting; but, inasmuch.as the Senate deemed i 


As to the map to which the gentleman refers, it 
| never was before the Committee on Printing. It 
| was before the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
| was exhibited to the Senate, I think, on two occa- 
| sions, and I believe it was gonomlly understood 

nate that it 
should be printed, and a large number were or- 
dered to be printed. As I stated before, the merits 


se 


nected with it, and necessary to render the jpform- 
ation complete on all points, it was deemed by the 
committee important to have it printed: I have no 
particular desire on my own account to have it 
done; but, to carry out what I regarded as the 
views of the Senate, I made the report. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to say that I made no 
complaint of the honorable Senator from Arkan- 
sas for not submitting this matterto me. What I 
did say was this—and he understood it very well 
—that I believed for a very long series of years 
the Committee on Printing evs held their meet- 
ings on Wednesday, and that committee is so ar- 
ranged in its connection with other committees 
that it is not practicable for them to hold their 
meetings on any other day. The Senator from 
Arkansas knows that I, have made application to 
the committee on several occasions to change their 
day of meeting to any other day of the week, and 
that in such case I would be with them. I make 
no complaint at the course they have taken. I 
merely stated the positicn I occupied only for the 
purpose of explaining the reason why I was op- 
posed to the matter. I think the Senator from 
Arkansas, who is chairman of the Committee on 
Printing, stated to me on each of the occasions to 
which | have referred, that he would make an 
effort to have the day of meeting changed, so that 
| could be present. I have made these remarks 
merely to show that I had not any information on 
the subject, and that if I had been consulted I 
should not have given-my assent to the printing. 
It is true that, situated as 1 was, being unable to 
attend the meetings of the committee, | did say to 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing, that 
upon unimportant questions, which involved no 
division of opinion, I did not desire to be con- 
sulted; but that upon all questions which were of 
importance I desired to have a voice. 

Mr. BADGER. I rise, sir, to say that I look 
upon this as a very small matter, which is oceupy- 
ing a great deal of the time of the Senate. And, 
as the morning hour is fast passing away, and as 
there are some reports from committees to come in 
upon practical matters, (though Lam perfectiy will- 
ing to vote with the committee,) in order that we 
may have an opportunity of bringing in our reports, 
I move tha: the report lie on the table. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. _I hope the Senator will with- 
draw the motion. There will be no further de- 
bate. 

Mr. BADGER. Iam perfectly willing to with- 
draw the motion, if the question can be taken at 
once. 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the report of the Committee on Printing, which, 
on a division, was negatived—ayes 15, noes 16. 


ADDITIONAL REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
Lewis Warrington for himself and others, asking 
the payment of the balance of the prize-money dae 
them for the capture of the sloop-of-war Epervier, 
submitted a report, which was ordered to be print- 
ed, accompanied by a bill for the relief of Captain 
Lewis Warrington and others, which was read and 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred a memorial of 
Charles Lee Jones, asking compensation for ex- 
penses incurred and services rendered in raising, 
organizing, and subsisting volunteers in the war 
with Mexico, submitted a report on the same, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied b 
a bill for the relief of Charles Lee Jones, whic 
was read and passed to a second reading. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
to extend the provisions of a joint resolution for 
the benefit of Frances Slocum and her children 
and grandchildren, of the Miami tribe of Indians, 
approved 3d March, 1845, to certain other indi- 
3 a of the same tribe; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to set 
apart a portion of the public lands with which to 
construct a railroad from the Mississippi to the 
Missouri river; which was read a first and second 
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Sr ere rn re cee 
tims & its tile, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lauds. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. DICKINSON gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to dispense with 
copper coin, and provide a substitute therefor. 

r BORLAND gave notice of his intention"to 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
widow of the late Major General Worth. 


MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION. 


Mr. CORWIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to communicate to the Senate a copy of all the correspond- 
ence onfile in the Department relating to the operations of 
the commission appointed purguant to the filth article of the 
treaty af Guadalupe Hidalgo, to ran and mark the boundary 
between the United States and Mexico; that he report the 
prozress made in executing said commission, and a detailed 
statement of the amount of money expended therein, to- 


getier with an estimate of the suim necessary to complete || 


the work. 
BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced that there 
were several- bills upon his table which had been 
received from the House of Representatives, and 
suggested that they be taken up for the purpose of 
reference, which was acquiesced in. They were 
accordingly taken up and read a first time by their 
titles, 
extend the time for locating Virginia military land 
warrants, and returning surveys thereon to the 
General Land Office.” : 

Mr. CORWIN. 1 hope this bill will be per- 
mitted to pass without reference, and be put on 
its paesage rmmediately. 1 think the reasons for 
it are very obvious. The bill is just like one 
which has passed the Senate two or three times 
within the last eight or nine years. The office in 
which the titles are to be recorded is now vacant; 
it is not open for the entry of military land war- 


because the time for making them has expired. 
There are some 120,000 acres of that land yet to 
be taken up, and warrants every where to take 
them up. There is no office in which these en- 
tries can now be made, and this bill therefore 
proposes extending the time for two years. This 
will allow the entries to be made and the land 
taken up. 

Mr. KING. I know very well if you pass an 
act extending the time in this case, there will be 
no end to such applications. I should like to 
know whether there are any additional claims to 
be presented. 

Mr. CORWIN. Not one. It is merely for the 
satisfaction of warrants issued prior to the year 
1840, and for which there is plenty of land to take 
them up. 

Mur. ax ING, Let that portion of the bill be read. 

The portion referred to was read accordingly. 

Mr. KING. I shall not object to it. 

The bill was then considered by the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole; and, there being no 
amendment offered, it was reported to the Senate, 
read a third time, and passed, 

The next bill taken up was an act from the 
House of Representatives to provide for recording 
the conveyances of vessels and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The Senate next took up a joint resolution to 
supply the Territories of Oregon and Minnesota 
with the narrative of the exploring expedition. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, moved that it be put 
upon its passage, which was acquiesced in, and it 
was read a second time, considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, read a third time, and passed. 

RELIEF OF JOHN HOGAN. 

The Senate next proceeded to the consideration 
of a joint resolution for the relief of John Hogan, 
which had heretofore been ordered to a third 
reading. 


The first was entitled ** An act further to |) 
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| settled’ on principles of equity and justice, and 
| then add, provided it shall not exceed a certain 
| sum. If the money is equitably due to him, he 
| ought to have the whole of it; if itis not equita- 
| bly due to him, he should not have any. Saying 
that it shall not exceed so and so, will not change 
| the amount equitably due him. 

| Mr. MANGUM. 

| for inserting the words ** 1,000” is obviously this: 
| this question some two years ago underwent a 
thorough investigation by the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, There was a very strong op- 


to make any allowance whatever to Mr. Hogan. 


| or $2,500. ‘The sum of $1,200 has been paid by 


ear. 
I avedt looke@ into it particularly; and their re- 


| Foreign Relations, during the last Congress—was 


was right in the sense of the committee. I would 
prefer that the resolution should be recommitted 
with a view of amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. Cannot the amendment be 
| made now? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


notiexceed $1,000 ” 

Mr. CHASE. 
made by the. honorable Senator from Alabama, 
ought to be attended to. It seems to me we are 
placing ourselves in a singular attitude when we 
say we will pay the claim on principles of equity 





stated sum. 
Mr. SEWARD. I hope I shall be allowed to 
say a word on this subject. 1 brought this matter 


gan, for whose relief this measure is provided by 
a resolution, after a conversation with the Secre- 


| to me that there was due to Mr. Hogan an amount 


of the funds now In his hands. 





administration of President Tyter, and were said 
to be well understood by the distinguished Sena- 
tor from South Carolia, [Mr. Carnoun,} who I 
regret is not now in his place. The resolution was 
sent to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
they have properly introduced a joint resolution 
| which provides, as will be seen, for the settlement 
| of this claim on principles of equity and justice. 
| But the former appropriation having been irregu- 
| larly made, it is apprehended there may be some 
| difficulty about the passage of the bill, unless the 
| amount shall be stipulate 





principles of equity. There was some opposition 
amount, speaking in behalf of the claimant, for 
this reason: that he is much indisposed, and he 
thought he had better take this bill, if it gives him 
a thousand dollars, than to have no bill at present; 
for if he has no aid, it is probable he will soon be 
beyond the reach of justice and equity, if it shall 
be given to him more liberally hereafter. I shall 
be much gratified if it can pass now. It has been 
before the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
they haveall the information they can have. The 


this subject were‘in the Senate during the time of 


ions are undoubtedly as sound, as wise, and cor- 
rect as any opinions which the Committee of 
Claims could arrive at if the subject was before 
them. 

Mr. SMITH. Thisclaim was before the Com- 


Mr. President, the ,motive | 


position here on the part of two or three gentlemen || 


The committee were of opinion that an allowance || 
was reasonable toan amount not exceeding $2,000 


| placing it in the civil and diplomatic bill of last | 
The committee examined this matter, and |! 


| port—and in this opinion I believe I have the con- || 
currence of all the members of the Committee on | 


meant as an indication for the Department of what |! 


It could, by a re- | 
consideration of the vote, or by universal consent. | 
| Mr. MANGUM then moved to amend the joint || 
| resolution by adding the words ‘* provided it do | 


It strikes me that the objection || 


| and justice, provided we do not pay above a, 


before the Senate at the request of Mr. John Ho- || 


tary of State, in which he expressed the opinion | 


upon a fair adjustment of his accounts, but that || 
the Secretary of State had no right, without the |, 
authority of Congress, to adjust his accounts out || 
The services ren- || 
dered by Mr. Hogan were rendered during the || 


in some way 80 as not |) 
| to exceed what might be thought reasonable upon |} 


to the whole claim, and I have assented to this | 


two distinguished Senators who have spoken on | 


Feb. 19, 


instance, that the claim of this individual shall be } did not reach the bill in the House of 


|| tives; but when the civil and diplomatic bil| came 


| into the Senate, an item of appropriation was in 
| serted to the amount we had rted; and the 
Senate put also into the same bill several hn 
claims of the same character. The truth is thes 
| the two Houses of Congress—it was the first 
| sion of the last Congress—had before them the 
/ very question which it is now proposed to refer . 
the Secretary of State, that is to say, whether this 
| man ia entitled to anything; and, if he was, wha: 
| should be the amount to which he was entitled in 
| equity and justice; and when that allowance was 

made in the civil and diplomatic bill, I never ex. 
| pected to hear any more of this claim. 

But it appears, Mr. President, that there js 
never to be any end to it. These applications 
| come here Congress after Congress, in the hope of 

getting from us further sums of money. |r ap- 
pears to me that both Houses of Congress havin 
|| had this subject before them, and having already 

decided to what this man is entitled in equity ang 
justice, it is exceedingly singular that this mater 
‘| should now be referred to the Secretary of State. 
I have yet to learn the utility-of the expedition to 
St. Domingo on which Mr. Hogan was sent, and 
| out of which this claim arises. I can hardly see 

what government have to do with expeditions to 
|| St. Domingo. But if it was an’undertaking of no 
| utility to the country, | do not know that Mr. 
Hogan was responsible for that. But if | recol- 
lect the whole facts of the case, he was instructed 
to bring vouchers for all his expenditures. He 
returned without vouchers. There might have 
| been some vouchers—probably there were; but at 
| all events the vouchers did not cover all his expen- 
‘| ditures, and the committee of the House of Re- 
presentatives—indeed both Houses of Congress 
being satisfied that probably something might be 
due to him over and above all that had been paid 
by the Government, (for a considerable amount 
| was paid to him as per diem and for other expen- 
|| ses,)—both Houses being desirous to do him entire 
|| justice, made, at the last Congress, what I suppo- 
sed was an ample provision to satisfy his claim, 
| But it seems he comes here again. He is not 
'| willing that the two houses of Congress should 
|| adjudicate upon this claim, but wants to send it to 
| the Secretary of State, who it seems, has a pre- 
judgment on it; for it appears that the Secretary of 
| State has said that he believes something 1s due. 
Now, I would deal liberatly with Mr. Hogan. If 
I believed there was any thing due him I would 
pay it; even if there was strong ground for doubt 
I would pay it; but, inasmueh as the two Houses 
of Congress have said he is entitled to the amount, 
' and no more, put into the civil and diplomatic bill 
| at the first session of the last Congress, it would 
| seem to me to be a very extraordinary proceeding 
to reopen the whole matter and call on the Secre- 
tary to revise the decision of the two Houses o3 
Congress, and to say whether we did or did not 
|| decide rightly. For one, therefore, 1 shall have 
|| some difficulty in voting for the resolution in any 
form. 

Mr. MANGUM. One of the objections rests 

on the assumption that the sum was fixed on, 
|| whether by the last Congress or not, it is not said. 
| The sum was purely arbitrary. The committee 
| had agreed, and that was the understanding, that 
|| heought to be allowed $2,000 or $2,500. His 
| claim was nearly $6,000. The reports and all the 


j 
{ 


| papers in the State Department were brought to the 
| committee-room,and were most carefully and thor- 
| oughly examined, and what was done in the Com- 
| mittee on Foreign Relations was done with the most 
| perfect unanimity, according to my recollection. 
| The insertion of $1,200 was purely an arbitrary 
|, matter, within my own judgment. I inserted it 
| because I knew the person was in extreme need, 





| and at that period of the session I did not desire 
| togo to the full extent of what perhaps justice 
| mightallow him. All this was before the coramit- 
| tee the other day. It was then distinctly under- 
| stood that a claim would be set up for an additional 
/sum. I would have been coatent with $800, but 

the committee, or a majority of them, thinking 








Mr. MANGUM. I desire to amend that reso- 
lution so as to show on the face of it that the pay- 
mentfshould not exceed $1,000. 

Mr. KING. 1 would suggest to the honorable 
Scnator from North Carolina, that it would have 


® very strange appearance for us to say in the first 


rants. In that district of country set apart for the || 
satisfaction of claims fer military service in Vir- 
ginia, the report will show any gentleman who 
chooses to look into it, that that there are lands || 
open for the entry of that sort of claim—Virginia || 
military land warrants—that cannot now be made 


the administration of Mr. Tyler, and their opin- 


mittee on Foreign Ralations in the House of Rep- | 
resentatives last session of Congress. I paid | 
some attention to the subject when it was before | 
the committee, and believe that that committee re- | 
ported a bill in favor of making an allowance to 

this applicant. to the same amount as was ulti- 

mately put into the civil and diplomatic bill. We 


otherwise, I thought $1,000 not at all unreasona- 
ble. 

As to the matter of the irregularity of the vouch- 
ers, all have passed under the review of the com- 
mittee with the severest scrutiny. We had ample 
evidence that the outlay, together with the services, 
have reached a point which we indicated as proper 
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y; independent of specific vouchers. With morial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
wa care, his claim might possibly have been ad- || of Minnesota, asking Congress to grant preémptions 
yanced fifty or @ hundred per cent. |, to actual settlers on the unsurveyed public lands; 

The joint resolution was then read a third time || and it was ordered to lie on the table and be 
sod passed. | printed. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. | On motion, by Mr. COBB, of Alabama, the same 
: | i discharged from the further consid- 
motion of Mr. BORLAND, the communi- || Committee was dischars 
ie from the Secretary of the Interior, made in | ¢ration of the petition of Wm. B. W. Cobb, pray- 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, calling || '"% oe to a ms an Cees pensions to 
certain information in relation to contract print- | widows and orphans whose husbands and fathers 
for d ordered inted died of disease contracted in the Mexican war, 
>. was taken up, and ordered to be printed. i ; 7 
ngs || so as to include the widews and orphans whose 
THS COMPROMISE. : || }usbands and fathers died of disease contracted in 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the || the service during the war with Great Britain; and 
erecial order, being the series of resolutions some | the same was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
ume since submitted by Mr. Cray. || Pensions. 
Mr. DOWNS resumed and concluded the speech || Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Publis 
which he commenced yesterday. || Lands, reported back the bill granting to the States 
Mr. MILLER next obtained the floor; but as '| of Missouri and Arkansas certain swamp or over- 
it was too late to proceed to-day, and as the Sena- } flowed lands, for the purpose of reclaiming the 
or from Alabama was entitled to the floor on an- || same, and increasing the value of the lands in the 
other suljject—the reference of the President's | vicinity thereof; which was referred to the Com. 
message accompanying the constitution of the | mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Siate of California—he moved that the further con- || Union; and the bill and report were ordered to be 
«eration of this subject be postponed to Thursday | printed. 
next; which was agreed to. | THE MINT. 
On motion, the Senate then proceeded to the | : ae 
consideration of Eygeutive business; and, after || ao See of eae os Com 
. the doors were reopened and ; | iltee on ommerce, reporte abi supp ementary 
re Ronald edeiuabade ’ | to an actentitied an “ Act supplementary to the 
e J . act entitled an act to establish a mint, and regu- 


\ 
ont } 


lating the coin of the United States,”’ 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. || The bill having been read twice by its title— 
Wepnespay, February 20, 1850. 


|| Mr. McLANE asked that it be put upon its en- 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || 


|| grossment. 
Mr. THURSTON asked the unanimous con- 


The bill was then read through. 
went of the House to introduce a resolution. Mr. McLANE explained that the bill provided 
Mr. STANLY rose, not (he said) for the pur- 


| 

| 

|| that the amount of money hereafter to be kept on 
pose of objecting to the request of the gentleman || 

| 

| 











} 


deposit in the mint should not exceed the sum of 
fom Oregon, [Mr. Tuurston,] but to suggest 


two millions of dollars instead of one million, as 
that, by unanimous consent, one hour should be heretofore. The large importations of gold from 
set apart for the reception of such resolutions as 


California rendered this increase necessary. The 
did not give rise to debate, or to which no objec- || °° of 1837 contained the present bill as its thirty- 
tion should be made. 


|| first section, except that this bill substituted the 


ee ee ee ae ee || sum of two millions instead of one, as the amount 
ane eabdie ak co mee oeares, Ne || which should remain on deposit. In all other 
be understood that a gentleman introducing a reso- || Tespects the bill before ee was a ‘copy of 
lution might move the previous question upon it? |, the thirty-first section of the act of 1837. It did 
Mr. STANLY. No—that is not my intention. || not change the character of the existing law. It 
The SPEAKER said that where resolutions | ™erely authorised the Secretary of the Treasury, 
were introduced by unanimous consent, they stood || at his discretion, to keep two millions on hand in- 
upon different ground from resolutions introduced | ape .. a on meet the operations of the mint 
under the rule;and that if a resolution were offered | . Me BAYLY  enid : his j 
under that unanimous consent, and objection were || vs ee Ey SS PD ee ee 
made to it, it could not be introduced. | (though he might be mistaken, and if so he would 


Mr. INGE insisted on the regular order of | - happy to be corrected,) that eee ae 
business. | aw, un ne a ne id ve a th oe | 
Mr. STANLY. Very well; I shall not object || 932!"st such a result, would vacate the bonds o 


fiicers of the mint. 
tothe motion of the gentleman from Oregon, [Mr. the o 3 ; : 
Tucrston;} I hope he will be allowed to tee. || . Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that the ex- 


| 
| 
deen ft } isting bonds of the sub-treasurers, or depositaries 
Mr. INGE objected, he said, to everything | and superin endents of the mint had no particular 
| 
\\ 


——— 


that was out of the regular order of business. reference to the amount of money on deposit. 
Sethe malice of Bis. Weaahy wee not eiter- The amount varied at the discretion of the Secre- 


cleat '| tary, or from the fluctuations of the accruing reve- 
And the resolution of Mr. Tuursron was not | The amount which each depositary gave 
introduced || bonds for was specific; and the bond given by the 
Mr. PHOENIX asked the unanimous consent || S¥perintendent of the Mint was already as great 


| 
: . : : | as the bonds given by some of the sub-treasurers 
aa eye oa a bill, of which previous | throughout the United States, who had a larger 


Objection was made amount than two millions on deposit. It was not 
Mr. BUEL inquired if, under the 61st rule, res- thought necessary to provide for an increase of 


olutions, before submitted, calling upon the de- bonds. The idea was not entertained that the 
partments or Executive for information, were not || &*!8tn bonds would be vacated. But if such 
now in order? This rule provided “ that all such wou'd be the effect of this law, a clause providing 


against that result must of course be introduced. 
The only question raised in committee was 
whether the bond itself should be increased. The 
committee thought it was not necessary to increase 
it. But if the effect of this new provision would 
be to vacate the bonds, it would be proper to make 
provision against it. His own opinion was that 
no such effect would follow. 

Mr. BAYLY said, he did not propose to in- 
crease the penalty of the bond. But his decided 
impression was, that when the public officers had 
given bonds under the law as it existed, and that 
law should be modified, the ‘sureties were not 
bound, and he thought that if, for nothing else 
than from abundant caution, a provision ought to 
be added requiring the renewal of the bonds. 

Mr. PECK made one or two remarks, which 
were mostly inaudib.e to the reporter. He was 
to say that he thought some such pro- 


Propositions shall be taken up for consideration in 
the order ~ were presented, immediately after 
a are called for from select committees.”’ 
_The SPEAKER replied, that it was the prac- | 
tice, on completing an unfinished call of commit- 
tees, to commence the call again, and if, before 
the hour expires, reports from select committees 
be called for, then this class of resolutions was 
next in order. 

Mr. BUEL said, 
must be understood 
never be reached, 
pleted in one day. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
Mittees for 











, under such a practice, it 
at such resolutions may 
for a call is scarcely ever com- 


REPORTS. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, made an adverse report on the me- 
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vision as that proposed by the gentleman from 
Virginia ought to be inserted. 

Mr. THOMPSUN, of Mississippi, remarked 
that the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. MéLawne] 
had said that this bill was an exact copy of the 
3ist section of the existing law. But there was 
one expression in it which struck his ear as a litte 
strange, ard ke desired to know of the gentleman 
from Maryland what was the exact meaning of it, 
The bill stated that it should be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to keep $2,000,000 on 
deposit. Now, the gentleman stated that the ob- 
ject was, that the Secretary might be allowed to 
extend the deposit to that amount, but nog if the 
business did not require it. The question was 
why he should keep $2,000,000 on deposit if it 
were not necessary to do so. 

Mr. McLANE. If the gentleman will allow 
the bill to be read he will find that it imposes no 
obligation upon the Secretary to keep any specific 
amount on deposit The amount is to be deter- 
mined by the discretion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The original law provides that the 
amount shall be regulated at his discretion—that 
he shall have from one dollar to $2,000,000 on de- 

Osit. 
. Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. If that is 
the bill I have no objection to it; | would like to 
have it read. 

The bill was read. ° 

Mr. THOMPSON said he was satisfied from 
the reading of the bill that it was not necessary 
that the Secretary should keep $2,000,000. . 

But he wished to ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce [Mr. McLane] one other 
que-tion—that was, why this bill referred to the 
mint at Philadelphia alone ? 

Mr. McLANE said his friend from Mississippi 
did not exactly understand that section of the law 
yet. It was not the mint in Philadelphia of which 
the bill spoke. It was the mintof the United 
States: the mint embraced in the general jaw of 
1837, providing fora mint and regulating the coin 
of the United States. The term used in that statute 
related to the mint of the United States. The 
** mint of the United States’? embraced the princi- 
pal mint in Philadelphia and all the branch mints 
of the United States. Heretofore the sum of 
money the Secretary of the Treasury had had at 
his discretion $1,000,000, which was distributed at 
his discretion to the mint in Philadelphia or to the 
branch mints. And he now repeated that this bill 
was an exact rerbalim copy of the 31st section of 
the law of 1837, inserting $2,000,000 instead of 
$1,000,000. An exact copy, because the commit- 
tee did not wish to disturb the existing provisions 
of law regulating the coin of the United States 
and the operations of the mint of the United 
States. 

And again: This proviso, which he was going 
to submit out of abundant caution, was not neces- 
sary, because none of the bonds now given by the 
superintendents of the mint—any more than the 
bonds given by the sub-treasurers of the United 
States—related to any specific amount which they 
might have in their possession. They were bonds 
given for the safe-keeping of the public money. 
Under the general provision of the law it was very 
true that one million dollars was the total amount 
which could be distributed, butto-day one hundred 
thousand might be in the branch mint in Georgia, 
and to-morrow five hundred thousand dollars, 
The Secretary had his discretion. Notwithstand- 
ing, in obedience to the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Virginia, he proposed that the bonds given 
by all the superintendents of the mints, should be 
renewed and increased by the Secretary of the 
Treagury, at his discretion, under the operation of 
this bill. 

Mr. BURT said he was afraid that the morning 
hour would be consumed in this debate upon a bill 
just reported, which had not been printed, and 
with the provisions of which the House could not 
be acquainted, and thereby that the report of other 
bills would be prevented. 

He inquired what would be the effect of the 
previous question upon a motion to refer the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Ifa motion is made to refer 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, and the previous question were 
moved and » it would bring the House 
first to a vote upon the commitment of the bill. 
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Mr. BURT. I move, then, that the bill be 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House 





mand the previous question. 

Mr. MeLANE, of Maryland. I hope the 
House will not order the reference, but—— 

Mr. BURT called the gentleman to order. 

The question having been taken, by ayes 102, 
noes 26, there was a second to the demand for the 
previous question. And (after a brief conversa- 


tion on a pores of order) the main question was 
ordered to be now taken, 
The first question was on the motion to refer 


the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
the state of the Union; and, being taken, it was 
decided in the negative—ayes 56, noes 75. ; 

So the House refused to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Tie question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. McLane, and was decided in the affirma- 
tive. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and 
was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. HOAGLAND, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, made an adverse report on the pe- 
tition of the citizens of Juliet precinct, Lee county, 
Illinois, concerning a mill-dam; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, made an adverse report on 
the petition of Joseph F. Caldwell, asking indem- 
nity for losses sustained by the alteration, by the 
Postmaster General, of his contract for carrying 
the mail. 

Mr. HEBARD, from’ the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, made an adverse re- 
port on the petition of Snapp and Howell; which 
was laid on the table and the report ordered to be 
printed. ; 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee on Claims, 
made on adverse report on the petition of William 
Gibbons, asking for compensation for services 
rendered in erecting and fitting up the United 
States court-room at Jackson, Mississippi; and it 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. D., also, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills; which were severally read 
twice by their title, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James C. Watson, of Georgia; and 

A bill for the relief of Charles Stewart. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill providing for the settle- 
ment of the claim of Henry Leef and John Mc- 
Kee; which was twice read by its title and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, from ‘the Com- 
mittee on Claims, reported the following bills; 
which were respectively read twice by their titles, 
and referred to a Committee of the Whole House 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow, viz: 

A bill for the benefit of Sarah Jane West; and 

A bill for the benefit of Mrs. Indiana Shoema- 
ker. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Wm. A. Bradley and others, citizens 
of the District, praying Congress for an act of in- 
corporation; reported a bill under the name and 

siyle of “The Eagle Steamboat Company,;’’ which 
was read twice and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


THE ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


Mr. DUER offered the following resofution, 
which, he said, he thought was a privileged ques- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved, That unless sooner brought to a conclusion, de- 
bate in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
onthe annual message of the President, shall cease on 
Wednesday next, at 2 o’clock, p. m., when the committee 
eheil proceed to vote on the pending question of reference, 
aod on such amendments as may be offered thereto. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON objected. 
The SPEAKER agaid the resolution was in or- 
der as a privileged resolution. 
Mr. JOHNSON , of Tennessee, inquired wheth- 
er the resolution came from.a committee ? 
: The SPEAKER said, the Chair understood the 
Root resolution to have been offered by the gendeman 
é from New York, (Mr. Dugr.} 


on the state of the Union, and printed, and I de- | 















Mr. JOHNSON inquired if the resolution was 
in order during the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is one of 
privilege, and is in order at any time. 

Mr. INGE moved that the resolution be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. WHITE demanded the previous question. 

Mr. DUER said he believed the resolution was 
not debatable. 

The SPEAKER said it was not debatable. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Ince, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Ince, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


and resumed the consideration of the resolution re- 
ferring to the appropriate committees the various 


sage. 

Mr. BAY was entitled to the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee for an hour, touching sev- 
eral topics embraced in the message, and upon the 


an 


the United States. 
the Appendix. } 

Mr. BAY having concluded— 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, obtained the 
floor, and moved to lay aside the annual message 
of the President, with a view to take up the spe- 
cial message in relation to California. 

Some conversation followed, after which 


ceeded to address the committee. 
the floor for an hour upon the slave question. He 
expressed himself in opposition to slavery gen- 
erally, and particularly in favor of its prohibition 
in any of the territories belonging to the United 
States. [His speech will be found in the Appen- 
dix. 

Me. S. having concluded— 

Mr. BUEL obtained the floor, and offered the 
following am*ndment to the first resolution, which 
refers so much of the President’s Message as re- 
lates to our foreign affairs to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, viz: 


*¢ With instructions to inquire whether, at that period, in 
the late struggle between Hungary und Austria, when the 





settled policy gf the country in recognizing de facto govern- 
ments, disappoint the friends of freedom, and do violence to 
the sympathies and wishes of the American people” 


Mr. BUEL then proceeded to address the com- 

mittee at length. 

the Appendix.] , 

Mr. BUEL having concluded, the floor was as- 

signed to 

Mr. BISSELL, who yielded to a motion that 

the Committee rise, which having been agreed to, 

the committee rose. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that when 

the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in 

order. 

Mr. McLANE moved that when the House 

= ya to-morrow, it adjourn to meet on Mon- 
ay. 

The SPEAKER said, that motion would be in 

order to-morrow, but was not in order now. 

And thereupon the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees, viz: 
By Mr. WHITTLESEY: The petition of Arius Nye 
and others, of the tewn of Marietta, praying for a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage. 

Also, the petition of D. P. Bosworth and others, of the 
town of Marietta, praying for a reduction of the rat s of 


postage. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of James Lockard and 15 
others, citizens of Darwin, Illinois, praying the reduction ot 
postage to the rate of two crnts per half ounce on all prepaid 
letters. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of William Packard 
and 37 other cit'zens of Cummington, Massachusetts, in 
favor of establishing the rates of postage on prepaid letters 
at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. CROWELL : The petition of Jesse Mattley, Na- 
thaniel Case and others, citizens of Bristol, Turnbull 
county, Ohio, praying for cheap postage. 

Also, of A. N. Kozy, George Fausler, and others, citizens 
of Turnbull county, dnio, Praying the establishment of 
| a rate.of posiage On prepaid letters at two cents per half 
ounce. 


On motion by:Mr. GOULD, the papers of John 8. Isaacs, 


the Union, (Mr. Boyp, of Kentucky, in the chair,) | 


subjects embraced in the President’s annual mes- | 


slave question as connected with the territories of | 
[His speech will be found in | 


Mr. STEVENS withdrew his motion and pro- | 
He occupied | 


latter sought the intervention of Russia, with ‘a powerful | 
army, Hungary had not in fact triumphed over Austria, and | 
whether the President, by neglecting at that period to recog- | 
nize the independence of Hungary, did not depart from the || 


His speech will be found in | 


|| Jot of the public land, for the 


| 
| 


| 
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| ney fog the erection of a light-house upon Greens 


Feb. 29, 


compensation for services 
ay obey during the years 1647-8. CONCH at Logins 


By Mr. FEATHERSTON: The petitio 
and 30 others, citizens of Missisaippt, asking Cove," an 
By Mr. PHGENIX : The j Se os 

y Mr. : The joint resoluti ; 

of the State of New York, favorable to ft Of the Legislature 


rocks in the Hurl-gate passage. the removal of tis 
On motion by Mr. JACKSON, leave was 
withdraw from the files of the House the petite @@, © 
shi = A. K. os ie ne ae petition of Mig. 
y Mr. FUL : petition of Ephrai 
and 47 others, citizens of Bast Thomaston, in the cnt 
Lincoln, praying Congress to grant an appropriation of = 4 
near the entrance of Hurricane Sound, within the winland, 
Vinalhaven, in the county of Waldo. alts of 
Also, the petition of William B. Grose and 62 others 
izens of the town of Camden, in the county of Wales 
aid of the same object. 0, in 
Also, the petition and memorial of Levi Foster, 


in the county of Washington, and State of Maine cut 


Z ) 
Congress to grant him a pension in consideration of oo 
rious services performed by him in the revolutionary — 

| and in defence of Machias, and in the capture of the he ar, 
brig Dawson. . 1Ush 


Also, the a of Andrew 8S. Marston and 
citizens of Jonesborough, in the county of Was} 
State of Maine, praying Congress to reduce the p 
of postage. 

Also, the petition of J. S. Sargent and 47 others, citizen 
of Hancock county, in the State of Maine, praying Con, 
gress to grant an appropriation for the erection of a light. 
house on Fiy’s Pointpso called. = 

Also, the petition of May Gray and 11 others, for the saine 
pul pose. fe : 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petitions from the 
following persons, viz: Isaac Alway, John Conkin, Heyr, 
Click, Charles C. Cargill, Washington Denham, Corneliys 
Hughes, John Kerbaugh, Jonathan Naif, James M, Rhea 
David Troxall, Edward Taylor, James Wright, jr., Rober 
Trevitt, and the widow of Edward Moody. 

By Mr. HALLOWAY: The petition of Alonzo Vay 
Fradenburgh and 32 others, praying for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of Henry Moshere and 65 others, on the 
subject of cheap postage. ; 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Abraham Cassil| ang 
15 other citizens of Jackson county, Ohio, praying Congress 
that the same bounty land may be granted to the soldiers of 
the war of 1812, and the Indian wars prior to that time, as 
was granted to those who served in the Mexican war. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of Horace Bai. 
win, Henry Sevigart, and 70 other citizens of North Lima, 
Ohio, for the freedom of the public lands. 

By Mr. HAY: The petition of Jacob Howey, Empson 
Haines, and 30 others, inhabitants of the township of Wool. 
wich, county of Gloucester, and State of New Jersey, pray. 


29 others. 
Mngton and 
Tesent rates 


| ing Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid let- 


ters at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. UNDERHILL: Concurrent resolutions of the 
State of New York in favor of an act making appropriation 
to remove the rocks at Hurigate, East River. 

Also, Concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, in favor of appropriations for the con- 
struction of harbors and improvements on navigable rivers, 

By Mr. TAYLOR. The petition of Clement Pine, 
Thomas T. Scott, Johnson Lofland, O. T. Reeves, J. & H. 
McLandburg, and 110 others, citizens of Ross county, 
Ohio, earnestly praying Congress to grant them the benelits 
of cheap postage; and to establish the rates of postage ou 
prepaid letters, at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Andrew Stanly and 
70 others, citizens of the county of Orleans, New York, 
asking Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid 


| letters at two cents per half ounce. 


Also, the petition of J. D. Stafford, and other citizens of 
Kendall, Orleans county, New York, on the same subject. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of James Lewis, asking 
compensation for attendance on the district court of the 
United States at Norfolk. ; 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of Jotn 
Culp, administrator of Samuel Dixon, deceased, asking re- 
muneration for the military services of the said Dixon. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of E. P. Tobie and 
202 other citizens of Lewiston and vicinity ; also, of S.C. 
Fessenden and 129 other citizens of East ‘Thomaston, in the 
State of Maine, asking for cheap postage. 2 

By Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: The petition of 20 citizens of 
Muskingum county, Ohio, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of John Shafer, of the 
city of Dayton, Ohio, praying for arrears of pay and bounty 
land due him as a soldier in the war of 1812. : 

Also, the petition of 230 citizens of Dayton, Ohio, for 4 
uniform rate of pos on letters, two cents, prepaid, 
throughout the United States. 

Also, the memorial of 290 citizens of Icenia and Cedar- 
ville, in Greene county, Ohio, for the construction of a rail- 
road to the Pacific, on the plan of Asa Whitney. 

By Mr. MOORE: The petition of citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, asking Congress to grant to actual settlers a portion 
of the public lands not exceeding 160 acres. : 

By Mr. COLE: A memorial to Congress from the Legis 
lature of Wisconsin, asking for an opriation of land 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Milwaukee, Wi+ 


consin, to the oeelor ten tons 

Also, a memorial of Legislature of the State of Wis. 
consin, asking for the establishment of a mai! route from 
.Muscoda, Wisconsin, via. Ri to Adams, Sank cout- 
ty, Wisconsin. 


Also, a petition of John ‘H. Rountree, J. E. Dodge ~ 
others, citizens of Wisconsin, oa the establishmen 
of a mail route from Dodgevilile via Wingville, &c., © Font 


Atkinson, Iowa. ‘ . 
By Mr. BINGHAM: z= enon of 500 citizens of Oak- 

land county, Michigan, for c postage. : 
Also, the ‘petition of Captain .A. H. Hanscom, Ist ret 

ment, Michigan volunteers, for additional remuneration. 
Also, the petition of 240 citizens of Plymouth, Michig®, 
cheap postage 





—— sso fo 


tn oe oe 





M), 


— 


tua, 


Var 
for a 


ature 
f the 


d ty 
Mig. 


Viton 
ty of 

ino. 
and, 
ils of 


» Cit. 
0,.in 


ulais, 
AYing 
“Tito. 
War, 
tush 


hers, 
| and 
Tales 


Zeng 
Con- 


ight. 
Saine 


Nn the 
enry 
elius 
thea, 
obert 


Van 


i the 


gress 
rs of 
e, as 


Bald. 
ima, 


pson 
| OOl- 
yray- 
| let. 


f the 
ition 


* the 
con- 
vers, 
Pine, 
k H. 
anty, 
vefits 
e On 


‘ork, 
> paid 
ns of 
ject. 
king 
f the 


John 
g re- 


and 
S.C. 
nthe 
ns of 


f the 
unty 


for a 


paid, 
edar- 


nsyl- 
rtion 


1850. 


} 
PUTNAM: The petition of Isaac C. Bronson and 
by Me. Warsaw, New York, for the reduction of post- | 
® id letters to two cents per half ounce. 
Ws0, the like petition of Hinman Walden and 6° others, || 
o(Batavia, New York—an} of Isaac W. Smith and 8 others, | 
renants of Arcade, New York; and of Augustiis Frank, | 
me! and 2 others, of Warsaw, New York. 
py Mr. CHANUL®R : Permission was granted to with- 
draw from the files the memorial and papers of John E. 
pispham, that they might be teferred to the Committee on the 
Judvciethe memorial of Caleb J. Good, executor of Lieut. | 
Joon £. Bispham, late of the U. 8. Navy. 
py Mr. POTTER: The petition of William McClure and |) 
einer citizens of Putnam county, Ohio, for an appropriation 
of public lands, for the purpose of constructing a plank | 


' 





ee the petition of Collins, Brown & Co., for cheap 


stage. 
Pay Mr. FULLER: The petition of William S. Peavey | 
and forty-seven others, citizens of the towns of Trescott | 
and Whiting, Washingion county, Maine, praying Congress 
io grant an appropriation for the removal of certain obstruc- |) 
tions in the tide waters of Cobscook bay and near Falls Is- | 


land. 


1 


IN SENATE, | 
Wepnespay, February 20, 1850. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- || 
atea communication from the Department of .the | 
Interior, made in compliance with a resolution of the |, 
Senate of the 18th instant, calling for the amount of | 

ublic money expepded in the construction of har- || 
bors, building of lighthouses, &c., within the pres- || 
ent limits of the Milwaukee land district, stating 
that the subjects embraced in the resolution per- 
tained to the Treasury and War Departments, and 
the Secretary of the Interior is, therefore, unable | 
to comply with the instructions ofthe Senate. The || 


communication was ordered to lie on the table. | 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of New York urging the passage of a | 
law providing for the removal of obstructions to 
the East River, which he desired might be read. 

The resolutions were accordingly read, and re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered | 
to be printed. 

Also, documents relating to the claim of Daniel | 
D. T. Benedict, to pay and allowances as a soldier | 
in the army for the full period of his enlistment; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. | 

Mr. HALE presented the petition of John P. 
Andrews, asking the adoption of measures for the | 
settlement of international difficulties by arbitra- | 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Also, a petition signed by upwards of one hun- 
dred persons, citizens of Jefferson county, New 
York, asking that the rates of postage on letters | 
may be reduced to two cents on the half ounce, and | 
newspapers to one cent, for all distances; which | 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from | 
citizens of Union, Boone county, New York, ask- | 
ing that the rates of postage may be reduced to 
two cents the half ounce on all prepaid letters; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office arid Post Roads. ~ 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 
Titian R. Peale, asking compensation for his ser- 
vices as a member of the scientific corps attached 
to the Exploring Expedition; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. COOPER presented the petition of Cham- 
bers C. Mullin, a volunteer in the late war with 
Mexico, praying to be allowed an increese of pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of members 
of the bar at Steubenville, Ohio, for a reduction of | 
the rates of postage. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Highland county, | 
Ohio, for a reduction of the rates of postag ‘ 

Also, a petition of citizens of Greenfield, Ohio, | 
asking for a reduction of the rates of postage, and | 
the abolition of the franking privilege; which were | 
referred to the Committee on the 
Post Roads. . 

Mr. BELL presented the memorial of Henry 
R. Schoolcraft, asking the enon of a balance 
due him on a settlement of his accounts as Indian 
agent; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of the 
heirs at law of Archibald Stewart, and the memo- 
tial of J. Falconer, asking indemnity for French 


} 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| sity of Michigan, asking a reduction of the rates of || 


| cancel the bonds of a surety, which, in case the 


| ; 
|| to be engrossed to a third reading, was read a third || Proviso. 


| THE SURETIES OF SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. || 


|| ment or compromise with 


|| The bill was read a first time by its title. 


‘ost Office and ! 
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spoliations pri : which were referred NAYS—Messrs. Atch Borland Bright, C Cla 
select cael 1600; which to the | Sta a Cooper, Davie of Mississippi, ich, Ramin, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the me- || ena ee le een 
morial of Wm. W. Chapman, asking to be in- || 
Sa a of the ans — ae ' ADMISSION OF LADIES. 
reasury note which he received with other public | . : 
moneys while acting aa an assistant quartermas- | ,, Mg FOOT T., As there is nothing now before 
ter in the army, in the late war in Mexico; |, is te my dele e hat. bef : 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. | |). dex Oh >a wr} aad a 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the memorial || een an fl ° re > cae — oe owed to Ne e 
of James Higginbotham, asking. permission to |snt,0" the floor oF the Senate. Tm sure here 
correct an error in theentry of certain bounty tor f Meroia d is fi ae iv ery - 
land warrants; which was referred to the Com- | The RL bgmacdbenthtetng pre. peer pete: : 
ssleues on Pubiin Pumdn: | € motion was agreed to, and many ladies 
Also, a memorial of citizens of lowa, asking a | “°° introduced to the privileged seats. 
rant of land for the use of the branch of the State |, ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 
niversity of lowa; which was referred to the || The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Committee on Public Lands. || the special order, being the motion to refer the 
Mr. CASS presented a petition of the teachers || President’s Message transmitting the constitution 
and scholars of the Romeo branch of the Univer- | of California. 
Mr. CLEMENS. The motion of the Senator 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on || from Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] and the first of the 
the Post Office and Post Roads. | series of resolutions presented not long since by the 
On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, | Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,] are in sub- 
Sennes ihas the paenite on a ~ pot mame || stance the same. I shall consider and treat them 
relating tothe claim 0 isha ampton an ers, Fe- || i i 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lento. 1 Se panei ae = 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. _ | Speech at one time certainly left a different im- 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- || pression on my mind. 1 suppose I did not under- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred so | stand him rightly. Be that, however, as it may, 
much of the President’s Message as relates to mil- || there is now entire concord of opinion and action 


itary affairs, reported a bill to increase the rank | between himself and the Senator from Missouri. 


The bill was then read a third time and passed. 


and file of the army, and to encourage enlistments; | A concord which is by no means .the least signifi- 


which was read and passed to a second reading. || cant of the portents by which we are surrounded. 
Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on Patents, | | have read indeed that a time was coming when 


to*which was referred the petition of Peter U. Mor- || the lion and the lamb should lie down together, but 


| gan, administrator of John Arnold and Geo. G. || I did not expect to witness anything approaching 


Bishop, made an adverse report on the same; || that happy state in my day. All incredulity, how- 


which was ordered to be printed. _ _ || ever, is now at an end, and I am prepared to be- 
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public lieve in any miracle, and treat with grave consid- 


Lands, to which was referred the memorial of eration any prophecy. When Thomas H. Ben- 

John Baptist Valle, submitted an adverse report ton and Henry Clay, “ the great expunger” and 

| on the same, which was ordered to be printed. * the great embodiment,’’ are found holding sweet 
THE STEAMSHIP UNITED STATES. | converse with each oth 'r, forgetting the animosi- 

Mr. KING asked the indulgence of the Senate, | ies of thirty years, and lovingly pulling side by 

| if there was no other morning business, to take | 8!d€ in the same team, there can be nothing so 
| up the bill for the relief of Conrad W. Faber, Le- || Wild and fanciful as to defy belief. We live, Mr. 
_opold Bierwirth, and Theodore Victor. President, in strange times, and strange scenes are 


|| The motion to take up the bill was agreed to, || being enacted around us. It is related of the celebra- 


: ; ; i || ted Simon de Montfort that when he surveyed the 

—— ta rn eee | host of Edward on the field of Evesham, he mur- 
Mr. KING remarked that the Bill is simply to || ™ured, ‘* Now, God have mercy on our souls, for 

| our bodies are Prince Edward’s.”’ If it was inmy 
nature to despair of a good cause, I should have 
been impressed with something like the same feel- 
KING, FOOTE, DAVIS, of Mississippi, and || "g when the Senator from Michigan, a short time 
SEWARD participated when, | since, concluded his memorable speech on the con- 
The bill was reported to the Senate, was ordered || 8titutional oe of Congress to enact the Wilmot 
hen even he, with his clear convic- 

|| tions of duty, with his deep love for the Constitu- 
‘| tion, and his great readiness to make sacrifices 
; i, in its defence, dared not go beyond the as- 
Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the || sertion of general principles wholly inadequate to 
Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of || the protection of the South, the most sanguine 
M. M. Quackenboas, reported a bill to authorize || might well be excused for yielding to desponden- 


| cy. I know that dn the opinion of some of our 


the Secretary of the ee eee make an arrange- | 
angle M. Quacken- || friends the course he pursued was wisest and best, 


| boss and his codbligors, or any of them, for claims || but when that is conceded it only proves the mag- 
| or bonds given by them as sureties to the United || nitude of the present danger, and the fearful na- 
| States. || ture of that destructive element with which he is 
|| compelled to deal so tenverly. If anything were 
Mr. BRADBURY. 1 am instructed to ask | wanting to add to the alarm which such a speech, 

| that this bill may be considered now. Eight fa- || under such circumstances, was so well calculated 
| vorable reports have been made upon it by the | to excite, it has been supplied by the Senator from 
| Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate, and | Kentucky. After all the reflection which he has 
| several times a bill has passed the Senate, but || been able to bestow upon the subject, aided by the 
| failed in the House, owing to the lateness of the \| resources of his long experience, and his great 
| period at which it reached there The Committee || familiarity with difficult questions in trying times, 
on the Judiciary is satisfied that the interests of | he has been able to suggest no remedy which does 

| the Government require the passage of this bill; | not recognize the right of aggression on the one 
and ou pees reason can be given for continu- | side, and demand unconditional submission on the 
_ ing the liabilities of the sureties. | other. He hes submitted for our consideration a 
fter a few words by Messrs. BERRIEN, || series of resolutions dignified with the name of a 

| KING, BRADBURY, WHITCOMB, BUT- } compromise, but which, like most other compro- 
LER, HALE, DICKINSON, and TURNEY, || mises between the weak and the strong, is little 
The bill was reported to the Senate, and the || better than a cloak to hide from the public gaze a 

| question wasstated to be on ordering it to be en- | hideous wrong. It is not my purpose now to 
grossed for a third reading || enter into any general examination of those reso- 
Mr. WHITCOMB called for the yeas and nays, | jutions. I shall refer to one of them, and one only. 
and they were ordered, and being taken, resulted: || of that one I desire to speak uninfluenced by pre- 
VEAS—Messrs. matgns Seth, Berrien, Sratiney Sates, —- against, or partiality for, the author. I have 


SS pre eats, Neeee || been all my Ht eotsing on a warfare against his 
Suaee, "asco Mite eee erent: ward, |; political measures,.and I do not ‘think it would be 
Smith, Soule, Spruance, and Sturgeon—B. ’ |, altogether in good taste for me to indulge in ex- 


were properly taken, cease to have any effect now. | 
A short debate ensued, in which Messrs. BELL, 


time, and passed. 











a 
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travazant eulogies of a man whose — meas- 
a 


ures | never did approve, and whose latest act has 
been a deadly blow at the rights and interests of 
my constituents. For his personal character I 


have that respect and admiration which genius | 


and high talents, combined with great boldness, 


never fail to inspire; but long ago he made his || 


choice between the North and the South. 
ago he became the advocate of a system calculated 
to build up and enrich the commercial and manu- 


facturing interests at the expense of agriculture. | 


Deluded, perhaps, by the phantom of an enlarged 
pttrioviam, the wants of his own section of the 


Union were too small to attract his notice, and he | 


almost forgot that it constituted a part of the na- 
tion which claimed his care. With the best in- 


tentions, if you choose, he mistook for generosity | 


the feeling which prompted him to disregard the 
complaints of the sonthern States, and with a 


strange infatuation honestly believed himself to be | 


laboring for the good of the whole nation, when 


he was only pointing out a way for one part toen- | 


rich itself by the plunder of another. Sull labor- 


ing under the same delusion, still clinging to | 


the fatal error that true patriotism can only be 
manifested by an abandonment of sectional rights, 
and a disregard of sectional interests on the one 
side, and a full recognition of them on the other, 
he comes forward now with a compromise which 


concedes everything demanded by the North, and | 


ae nothing fur the satisfaction of the South 
ut the reassertion in less solemn form of rights 
already guarantied and admitted. 


The firet of the Senator’s resolutions, and the | 


one to which my remarks will be confined, is in 
these words: 


* Resolved, That California, with suitable boundaries, ought 
upon ber application to be admitted as one of the States of 


this Union, without the imposition by Congress of any re- || 


striclion in respect to the exclusion Or introduction of sla- 
very within those boundaries.” 


The latter part of this resolution might as well 

have been omitted, for it means nothing in the 
; ee : 

present posture of affairs. California has herself 

imposed a restriction; and the question now is, not 

upon her right so to do, but upon her right to 

adopt a constitution ataill. Ifshe has the right 


to form a constitution and state government, her || 


right to regulate the subject of slavery for herself 
is unquestioned and unquestionable. 
this matter, authorities and precedents, if not of 
absolute necessity, are yet of high importance, 
and I shall make no apology for their introduction. 
In Hickey’s copy of the Constitution | find this 
languag~: 

“The Union having been thus completed, and its Con- 


stitution and Government established, the United States, | 


uoder the 3d section of the 4th article of the Constitution, 
reserved to themselves, in Congress assembled, the right 
and the power to admit new States, by declaring that ‘new 
Suites mey be adminted by the Congress of this Union ;’ 


and, as the 4th section of the same a:ticle requires that ‘the | 


United States shall guaranty to every State in this Union 
a republican form of government,” it has in practice been 


deemed a prerequisite that the people proposing wo form a | 


new State be authorized by law to form a constitution, to 
be submitted to Cougress, to enable that body to judge of 
it+ republican character, before proceeding to exerci-e that 
high and sovereign power of admitting a distinct commu- 
nity of people to the inestimable rights, privileges and im- 
munities secured by the organization of a State government, 
avd upon an equal footing, in all respects whatsoever, with 
those States that jointly achieved the independence of the 


country, and which, together with those that have become || 
members of the Union sinee that eventful period, have | 


borne the hardships, trials, and difficulties, both internal 
and external, through which the nation has prssed, and 
which iimve secured the stability, power, and happiness of 
the country.” 


According to this authority, a law authorizing 
the formation of a State constitution is an essen- 


tin! prerequisite to admission into the Union. No || 


one pretends that the California constitution owes 
its existence to any such law. 
ing without law of any kind, (unless the mandate 
of the President is law,) and presents itself here, 
not as the legitimate fruit of legislative action, but 
rather as the corrupt child of military usurpation. 
The prerequisite is wanting. The fountain is 
poisoned at its source, and no art can clear the 
stream of its impurities. I read again from the 
same work: 

* The Constitution also declares that ‘the Congress shall 


have power to dispose of, and make all needful rules and | 


reguiations respecting the territory, or other pro y be- 
longing to the United Siates; and nothing in this Constitu- 
tion shall be eo construed as to prejudice any claims of the 
United Sunes, or of auy particular State.’ 

« Under this clause, Congress exercises the power of 
creating territorial governments, which, in process of time, 


Long | 


In deciding | 


It sprung into be- 





{| by the increase of population and other concurrent causes, 
\ apply, on behalf of the people, for authority to form consti- 
|| tutions and State governments, with a view to admission 
|, into the Union ata future period, and it is for the Congress 
of the United States, in the exercise of their high eonstitu- 
tional powers, and under the solemn responsibilities im- 
posed upon them as guardians of the rights and welfare of 
| the whole Union, to judge of the expediency and the time 
of admitting the people who may have become inhabitants 
of such territorres to all the peculiar and inestimable rights, 
privileges, and immunities of the citizens of one of the Uni- 
| ted States of America.” : 
| No territorial government was ever established 
‘| in California. The people who framed its consti- 
| tution were not inhabitants, in the legal meaning 
of the word. They were composed of Indians, 
Mexicans, and a wild band of adventurers from 
| every quarter of the globe, allured, by a lust of 
gold, to the shores of the Pacific, many of them 
without a permanent residence anywhere, and 
four-fifths of them without the remotest intention 
of remaining in the country whose organic law 
'| they undertook to establish, 
'| I do not speak without authority upon this 
|| point. I have here the message of the Governor 
of California, who, it is to be presumed, is ac- 
|| quainted with the character of the population of 
|; Which he is the chief. He describes them as fol- 
| lows: 


7 


1 
| 
| 
| 


** Already we have almost every variety of the human race 
| Among Us—a heterogeneous mass Of human beings, of every 
| language and of every hue.” 

Yet these persons, not citizens of the United 
| States, owing no allegiance to this Government, 
| not speaking our language even, or understanding 
| our laws, undertake to erect a sovereign State out 
||,of the public domain; and, with a cool impudence, 
|! which almost commands admiration, call uporus 

| to sanction their action, and give validity toa most 
|| extraordinary usurpation. 
I shall have occasion to refer to this matter 
‘| again, but | wish first to submit a report, made 
|| by a committee of this body, and concurred in by 
|| the Senate, at a time and under circumstances best 
|, calculated to insure a correct and impartial de- 
|| elsion. 
|| In 1796 the State of Tennessee made applica- 
\| ion for admission, under the following circum- 
|| stances: 
* In the year 179-, proofs satisfactory to the Governor of 
|| the said Territory having been given that there were more 
|| than five thousand free male inhabitants in the said last- 
| mentioned ‘Territory, representatives were chosen and a 
| government Organized, pursuant to the provision of the said 


|| ordinance in suc) case declared, the governor and council 


|| President. On the Lith of July, 1795, an act was passed by 
|| the Legislature of the said ‘l'erritory for taking a census of 
|}; the inhabitants thereof; and it appearing, tron the census 
|| so taken} that there were more than sixty thousand free in- 
|| habitants in the said ‘Territory, the said Governor, on the 
26th November, 1795, issued his proclamation, as by the 
|| said Jast-mentioned act is prescribed, requiring the said in- 
habitants to choose persons to represent them in convention 
\| for the purpose of furmingea constitution or permanent form 
|| of government. 
|| The persons so chosen met in convention on the 11th 
|| January, 1796, declared the people of that part of the said 
'| ‘Territory whieh was ceded by North Carolina to be a free 
|} and independent State, by the name of the State of Ten- 
| nessee, (a great majority of the said inhabitants having ex- 
| pressed their wish to form together one Stute,) and, for their 
| permanent government, expressly recognizing the aforesaid 
| Ordinance of Congress, furmed a constitution cousistent 
with the principles and articles thereof. 
| € By the provisions of the constitution so formed the [e- 
| gislature thereby directed to be chosen was required to mect 
on the last Monday in March then next, for the avowed 
| purpose of obtaining a representation in Congress during the 
|| present session. The Legislature met accordingly, and the 
|| temporary government established in the said Territory has 
| ceased and been suspended. Due notice of all the aforesaid 
| acts and proceedings has, from time to time, been given by 
|| the Governor of the said Territory to the Goverument of the 
|| United States, and no dissatisfaction thereupon expressed 
| by the latter.’? 


Upon this state of facts the committee reported: 

* Congress have declared that the whole of the territory 

northwest of the Ohio shall, for the purpose of temporary 

government, compose one district; and likewise that the 

| whole of the territory south of the Ohio shall, for the like 
i 


purpose, compose one district; butthey have not definitively 


laid out the territory northwest of the Ohio into States, nor 

have they decided whether the territory south of the Ohio 

shall be laid out into one or more States. If the district 
|; northwest of the Obio contained more than sixty thousand 
|| free inhabitants, it would not from thence follow that the 
|| district could demand admission as anew State into the 
| Union, because the district must, by the terms of its ceasion, 
|| be previously divided into a number of States, the free inhab- 
|| itante ofeach of which must amount to sixty thousand before 
such State would havea right of admission into the Union; in 
|| like manner, although the district south of the Ohio should 
|; cotain sixty thousand free inhabitants, it cannot from thence 
|| be inferred that the district, or that portion thereof ceded by 

North Carolina, would have arivht to be admitted asa new 
State into the Union,, because Congress have not decided 
whether the same shall compose a single State or be laid out 





| 
| being appointed by and removable at the pleasure of the | 


Feb. 20, 


into two or more States. The number of inha’ - 
establishes a claim of admission must be the mame which 


inhabitants of a State previousty taid out and defined | the 
boundaries by Congress, and not the number of inhabitans 


of a Territory which, for the purpose of temporary OV 
ment, composes a district Which may be divided by Co — 
into several States. Ngress 


“ Hence results this conclusion : That Congres 
previously enacted that the whole of the eavhery nd an 
North Carolina, and which is nly a part of the lerriy + 
the United States south of the Onio, should be laid - - 
Congress for one State before the inhabitants ther 


mitting them to amount to sixty thousand free alee 
could claim to be admitted as a new State into the Unica.” 


| Had the territory south of the Ohio, which for the pur 
| pose of temporary government, Composes One district, joo, 
laid out by Congress into one State, the enumeration ot oe 
inhabitants, in order to ascertain whether such State ¥ > 
entitied to be received into the Union, Ought to have-bee 
made under the authority of Congiess : for the enumerati: ; 
of the inhabitants of the original States, for the Purpose at 
apportioning the representatives, and ascertaining a rule for 
| the apportionment of direct taxes, must, by the Constiiution 
be made by Congress, and cannot be made by the individual 
Staies, And as the rights of the original States, as imeinber 
|; Of the Union, are affected by the admission of new States, 
| the same principle which enjoins the census of their inhabit. 
ants to be taken under the authority of Congress requires 
the enumeration of the inhabitants of any new State jaid ont 
by Congress, in like manner, to be made under their pon 
thonty. Did not the principles of the Constitution seen to 
leave Congress without discretion ou this point, yetthe pro. 
priety of the enumeration being urade under their authority 
will be manitest, on comparing the fifth section of the law 
for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States 
with the law under which the censys has lately been taken 
in the territory south of the Ohio. By this comparison jt 
will be perceived thatthe guards against erroz, provided in 
the former Jaw, are omitted in the latter, and that, instead 
of confining the enumeration to the free intlabitants of the 
territory south of the Ohio, the law authorizes and requires 
the enumeration of all the people within the said territory 
at any time within the term allowed to complete the sane’ 
including as well the persons casually within or passing 
through the said territory as the inhabitants thereof, 

‘* From the preceding view of the subject, the commitice 
are of opinion that the inhabitants of that part of the terri. 
tory south of the Ohio ceded by North Carolina are not, at 
this time, entitied to be received as a new Siate into the 
| Union.” 


| The letter of the Constitution is, that “new 
States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
| Union;”’ and its spirit demands that such admis- 
| sion shall be upon terms of equality. We have 
} no right to prescribe conditions which would lessen 
| the weight and influence of a new State seeking 
| admission; which would curtail its representation 
| in either branch of Congress, or take away any of 
| the essential rights of self-government. For in- 
| stance, while the ratio of representation for the old 
|| States is fixed at 75,000 free inhabitants, we have no 
| right to prescribe a larger ratio (say 100,000) fora 
| new State before she is allowed to enter the Con- 
| federacy. ‘The converse of the proposition is like- 
| wise true. We can neither curtail her rights, nor 
| grant toher exclusive privileges. We caunotsay 
| that 50,000 free inhabitants shall constiiute the 
| ratio for a new State, while 75,000 is fixed for the 
| old. She must come in, if she comes at all, as an 
‘| equal, subject to all the restrictions, and entitled to 
| all the privileges of her elder sisters. These are 
| propositions which admit of no denial, and the de- 
| ductions from them are as plain and simple as that 
two and two make four, and two make six. 
Equality is the point to be attained. Equality is 
what the Constitution demands. If there be any 
rule by which that equality can be most effectually 
secured, reason and justice alike indicate it as the 
proper guide for our action. 1 do not contend that 
it is necessary for a people making the application 
to have passed through years of territorial pupil- 
age. I will not weaken a strong case by urging 
doubtful point. But I do contend that, before 
California can claim a place in this Union, she 
must show that certain boundaries have been as- 
certained and fixed by law, and that within those 
| boundaries reside a number of free inhabitants 
equal to the present rativ of representation; be- 
cause these are conditions which have been im- 
| posed upon all other States, and without which no 
| guards against inequality can be effectual. Under 
| any other rule it might well happen that twenty 
thousand or ten thousand inhabitants of a given 
district would exercise a power in the other end 
of the Capitol equal to 75,000 elsewhere, and in 
this body equal to the 3,00Q,000 residing in New 
York. it we permit them to fix their own bound- 
aries, to assemble and adopt a constitution without 
any enumeration of inhabitants, either by Federal 
or Territorial law, all that will hereafter be ne 
“sary to constitute a State will be for a bando 
adventurers sufficiently numerous to compose & 
convention, to get together in any of the territories 
of the Republic, gravely erect themselves into * 
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te may dictate. 
i Avec se from Kentucky. has alluded to the | 
sate of Michignn as an exception to the general 


but by whom does it get it 
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practice which, he admits, has heretofore pre- |; Bone ‘| 


He assumes that California has stronger | 


giled. 
aio than Michigan had, and seeks to justify 


his own change of position partly on that ground, | 
Even if there were just grounds for the appiication | 
of the precedent, it would only prove a former i 
error, nota present right. If there had been, in || 
the case of Michigan, a departure from the great || 
rule of equality; if there had been a violation of || 

| 





the spirit of the Constitution in assigning her a 
lace to which she was not entitled by established 
ysage, it would still be our duty to limit the 


our control, rather than extend it to all the ‘Verri- 
tories of the Republic, and bestow upon it, by | 
solemn legislative sanction, a perpetual existence. | 
But what are the facts? Michigan underwent a 

jonger territorial pupilage than any other State in | 
this Union. One of her present Senators was for | 
eighteen years her Terrutorial, Governor. , She 

was rejected year after year, notwithstanding a 

ection of the celebrated ordinance of 1787 which 

clearly entitled her to a place in our sisterhood of 

Siates. I will read it: 

« Provided, however, and it is further understood and de- 
clared, That the boundaries of these Uiree States shall be || 
subject so far to be altered, that, if Congress shall hereafter 
find it expedient, they shall have authority to form one or 
two States in that part of the said Tetritory which lies north || 
ofan east and west line drawn through the southerly bend || 
or extreme of Lake Michigan. And whenever any of the 
said States shall have sixty thousand free inhabitants there- | 
in, such State shall be admitted, by its delegates, into the 
Congress of the United States, on an equal footing with the | 
original States, in all respects whatever, and shall be at lib- 
erly to form a permanent constitution and State Govern- 
ment; provided the constitution aud Government, £0 to be 
firmed, shall be republican, and in conformity to the prin | 
ciples contained in these articles : and sofar as can be con- 
sistent with the general imterest of the Confederacy, such || 
admis-ion shall be allowed at an earlier period, and when 
there may be a Jess number of free inbabitants in the State | 
than sixty thousand.”? 

By virtue of this ordinance Michigan claimed | 
admittance when she had a population of 60,000 | 
free inhabitants. She was rejected in consequence 
of a dispute about her southern boundary, and did | 
not obtain admittance until she had doubled the | 
required population, It is difficult to conceive 
how any ingenuity can torture the case of Michi- 
gan into a precedent to justify the strange and || 
unheard-of enormities which have recently been | 
enacted in California. The cases are as widely | 
dissimilar as sunlight and darkness. In California | 
no census has been taken; there is no law fixing || 
her boundaries; no law regulating the time, places, | 
and manner of holding elections; no law to deter- 
mine the qualifications of voters, no evidence, and | 
no reason to believe, that she contains a free popu- | 
lation equal to the present ratio of representation. 
A miliary “governor, acting under the orders of || 
the President, usurped the power of Congress, di- | 
rected the mode or manner of proceeding, subsu- || 
tuted his wiil for law, and conducted to its final i 
consummation a drama of fraud ard trickery un- | 
paralleled in the annals of any land. In other times || 
the actors in these lawless scenes would have been | 
held toa fearful reckoning, but the strength of | 
party ties and the usual shrinking of ordinary || 
minds from the face of great dangers has not only | 
dissipated the sense of accountability, but left it a || 
matter of doubt whether the Congress of the || 
United States will not assume the act, and throw 
tround its own shoulders a mantle more deadly || 
than the poisoned shirt of Nessus.. Instead of | 
Vindicating the majesty of the law, and trampling | 
down a dangerous usurpation, we are gravely de- | 
liberating whether temporary quiet may not be 
purchased by unmanly acquiescence. 1 say tem- | 
porary quiet, because all experience has.demon- 
Strated that no weak" expedient ever siffficed to 
cure a serious evil. In political as in physical || 








| is there so blind as not to see that this has been the 


| fact that slavery has been excluded ? 


| lurks behind a corner, and stabs in the dark. 


|| down to the account of faction. 


I answer that everything is conceded by the ad- 


mission of California. The whole matter in con- 
troversy terminates atonce. The North gets all she | fitting end toa career ef violence. 


has ever asked—gets it by the action of Congress, | 


wrong. 
Who among us does not know that agitation in 


the State Legislatures and in the National Con- | honor and renown were to be won. 
gress has prevented southern emigration to Cali- 
| fornia, mal 
wrong to the single case, which is now beyond | those who have imposed this restriction? 


placed the country in the power of 
W ho 


result of aggressions commenced here? And who 
does not feel that Congress is responsible for the | 
Property is 
proverbially timid. The slaveholder would got 
carry his property there with a threat west 
over him that it was to be taken away by opera- 
tion of law the moment he landed. Agitation then 
in Congress—repeated declarations made every- 
where—in State Legislatures—in Conventions—in 
the public press—from the pulpit even—that slave- 
ry should be excluded by law, has deprived us of 
our constitutional rights as certainly and effectu- 


ally as any positive enactment could have done, 


and we are not only asked to submit to it, but to 
accept it as a boon, and be very thankful for an 
outrage. Sir, 1 prefer the Wilmot proviso direct. 
I preter it, because it is bolder, plainer, and more 
manly: The robber who meets me on the high- 


| way and demands the surrender of my property, 
| leaves me at least the option of a contest; and is 


entitled to far more respect than the assassin who 
So, 
sir, he who undertakes to deprive me of my legal 


| rights by open means, is always entitled to higher 


respect than he who seeks to acccomplish the 
same end by deception and trickery. 1 hold that 
whatever opposition is due to the Wilmot proviso 
—whatever resistance it demands, is doubly due 
to this scheme of smuggling a sovereign State 
into the Union. Very probably this wiil be set 
lt is the fashion 
so to denounce whatever is said by any southern 
man which argues truth to his section of the 
Union. 1 in particular have been made the espe- 
cial mark for the arrows of all those who are en- 
gaged in this work of detraction. In New Eng- 
land I am represented not only as a disunionist, 
but as entertaining and expressing habitual con- 
tempt for everything of northern origin. All this 
is utterly unfounded. The people of New Eng- 
land have many virtues, and many good qualities, 


| which every man of ordinary intelligence must 


appreciate and respect. If itis worth avything, | 
accord to them freely my highest admiration for the 
energy, the ‘industry, and the sagacity by which 
they are so eminently distinguished. In all that 
constitutes the wealth of a State, ‘tart and science, 
the picture, the song, and the landscape,” they 
have contributed abundantly to the common treas- 
ure-house of the nation; and he knows but little 
of my character who supposes that I take less 
pride than one of her own sons in whatever is 
bright or glorious in her history. But she has 


many faults also, which, if her children will noi | 


see, they ought not to condemn others for noting. 
Of some of these, it has been my duty to speak 
heretofore. There is another which it would be 
well for them to correct. A sort of constitutional 
proneness to bestow their sympathies upon the 
public enemy in time of war, and withhold their 
plaudits from the country’s defenders. 1 remem- 


ber that when the remains of the lamented Lin- 


coln were borne from the field of Buena Vista to 
his father’s home for interment, a Major General 


Does it get it by any action of |! 
Congress? {f slavery be interdicted within the limits of || 
California, has it been done by Congress—by this Govern- || 
| ment? No, sir. Thatinterdiction is imposed by California || @ntertainment, 
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sovereignty, and prescribe such limits as cupidity } from slaveholding Stateseay the North gets all that it desires; | ee of their late commander. But the sale 








looded devil who presided over the columns of 
that paper, had prepared for them quite avother 
He stated very briefly that Colonel 
Ransom had been killed in storming the castle of 
Chapultepec; that he was a soldier by profession, 


| had lived by the sword, and « bloody grave wasa 


shail not at- 
| tempt to describe the effect of this announcement. 


and in direct violation of the great legal principle | To them he had been asa friend and father. They 
that the wrongdoer Shall not profit by his own | had followed him through hunger and thirst— 
|| through pestilence and death. 


He had led them 
on wherever duty pointed the way—wherever 


Finally, he 

had fallen asa soldier should fall; fallen gloriously 
| at the head of his regiment—fallen with the words 
| “forward the ninth!’ still lingering on his lps. 


| When his ** last baule had been fought,” and ** no 


sound awoke him to glory again,’’ they had lifted 
him from the fieid of his fame and consigned him, 
with all a soldier’s honors, to a soldier’s grave. 
Now, from his own land, from his own home, 
they read the appalling announcement that no tear 


, had fallen to his memory—no tongue proclaimed 
| his praise. 


Who could blame them if in that 
hour they had faltered in their duty? Who could 

| blame them if they had thrown away the banner 
beneath whose folds a triumpn brought only re- 
proach, and honor lost its dearest eulogy? but, 
thank God, they did not. Firm as their own 
granite hills, they breasted danger without shrink- 
ing, and answered detraction with contempt. 

| They were a glorious band, that New England 

»soldiery, and well and nobly did they mumiain 

| the honor of the republic in many a trying hour, 
/and many a bloody fray, despite of outrage, cal- 
umny and wrong at home. 

1 hope I shall be pardoned for this digression. I 
owed it as an act of justice to those gullant men. 
I do not mean on any occasion to confound them 
with that other class whose reckless madness haa 
brought the country to the verge of a precipice 

| where the boldest may shudder. . 
| The great error, Mr. President, into which the 
| Senator from Kentucky has fallen, and the one to 
| which may be traced much that is wrong in his 
| judgment, and all that is weak in his argument, is 
in supposing that there must of necessity be a 
| compromise. ‘The Constitution itself is a compro- 
mise, and a compromise within a compromise is 
| something unheard of in law, and unknown to 
| equity. Ifthe people of the North will not abide 
| by a compromise deliberately made, and erected 
| by common consent into the paramount law of 
the land, what hope can we have that any leas 
| solemn covenant will restrain them in future? 
| We want no compromise. A bond has been ex- 
| ecuted, and we are willing to abide by its terms, 
\| If we are to go on compromising away provision 
|| after provision of the Constitution, it is better that 
|| it should be abrogated at once. In pomt of fact 
| itis a nullity; or rather, to speak more correctly, 
| it 18 powerless for protection, and potent only 
|| when it comes toaid northern aggressions. Let me 
| illustrate what Il mean. 
| The majority clam a given power, (no matter 
| how extravagunt, and no matter whether it relutes 
| to slavery of not;) the minority deny the exisi- 
} ence of any such power, Atier months, or it 
| may be years, of fierce struggles and conientions, 
|| a compromise is proposed; it 1s acceded to, and 
one half is given up. Ina litle while another 
contest is begun for the remainder. Anuther 
compromise follows, and another half is yielded. 
| And so on, until the stronger party gets all 1 de- 
‘| mands. Sir, | want no compromise of this surt. 
| 1 stand upon the Constiution. If a reckless and 
|| unprincipled majority choosé to violate that iastru- 
\| ment, there is a remedy, sharp and severe, i is 
| true, but just and inevitable in its application. 
| What, Mr. President, have we to compromise? 
| What demand have we made? What favor even 


illness the cause must be removed before the dis- || Of Massachusetts militia refused to turn out his | have we asked? I want an answer. ‘Tell me, 
ease can be eradicated. The admission of Cali- || command to do honor to the dead, alleging that he | you who talk of compromises, what it is that any 
fornia willdo nothing towards arresting the current 1 had fallen in an unjust war, prosecuted for unholy || southern man has asked at your hands? Noth- 


ofabolition aggressions. ~ Ht will be regarded every 
where as an anti-slavery triumph; as one more 
Outwork carried, from the shelter of which the 
assailing party may the more effectually annoy 





Kentucky says that we yield nothing by wssent- 


ing to it. I quote the Senator’s own language : 


_* Well, now, is there any concession in this resolution by 
either party tothe ether? I know that gentlemen who come 





and harass the assailed. Yet the Senator from | 


purposes, and that it would be an act of wicked- | 


ness and shame to honor his memory or mourn 
over his tomb. I remember also an incident in 
the history of my own regiment. A paper was 


man B. Ransom, and the friends and .om- 





received which contained the first announcement | claim. 
in New England of the death of Colonel Tru- | poses we are willing to bear. Beyond this no 


rades of the dead soldier had gathered around, 
prepared to listen with proud mournfulness to the 


ing, sir, nothing. Humbler even than Lazarus at 
| the rich man’s gate, we have appealed to you 
|| neither for charity nor sympathy. What we 
|| have once given up we have never sought to re- 
Whatever burdens the Constitution im- 


| man odght to go, and no freeman will go. 
| Ihave had occasion to say so much in my short 
|| service here of the Union und its value, of the 
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wrongs to which we are subjected, and the appro- } meant, when he said that in my speech to which 
priate remedy for them, that it is with the utmost | he referred I dealt only in general principles, cer- 


reluctance [ again approach the subject. 


The || tainly intiniating, if not saying, that I avoided a 


Senstor from Kentucky has favored us with a’) close connection with the subject and with its con- 
bloody and disastrous picture of disunion, and the | 


Senator from Michigan, a short time afterwards, 
in a carefelly prepared speech, followed in the 


same lugubrious strain. . 


Mr. CASS. There was no preparation on the 
The remarks never occurred to me until | 


subject. 
the moment they were delivered. 


Mr. CLEMENS. Well, that is a small matter. | 
What I mean to assert is, thet both of those Sena- 
tors endeavored to impress upen the country the 
belief that war must follow on the heels of dis- 
Both of them no doubt believe that such 
is the case, but in my deliberate judgment all that 
1 cannot see why war should 
On the contrary, I think the | 
good sense of both sections would teach them that, 
if they must part, it had better be after the manner 


union. 


is fancy merely. 
follow a separation. 


i 


i} 


“sequences. 

The honorable Senator is in an error, a total er- 
ror, as to my course, I had two objects in view 
in that speech, distinctly announced at the com- 
mencement, and distinctly carried out through the 
whole of it. One was to show that the Wilmot 
proviso was unconstitutional; and the other, that, 
if constitutional, it was inexpedient. All the prin- 
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tion and the ‘judicial decisions on the subject. | 

looking about for that purpose, it immediatel. 
occurred to me that an eminent judge of the § 

preme Court, (Judge McLean of Ohio,) from his 
position and associations, as well as from his regi 
dence in the West, could give me better inform c 
tion upon this subject than any other person. ta. 
ticipating that some discussion might soon eins 
that would render this explanation proper, | neg 


'| plied to that gentleman some days since, and re. 


| quested his permission thus 


publicly t 
him, should I deem it necessary. This ion a 


| ciples, general or particular, that I dealt in, had || fully granted, and I now make use of his name 


j 
ii 
it 
j 


| 


of the Patriarch of old, and that each would say to | 


the other, “Let there be no strife, I pray thee, 


| 
| 


between thee and me, nor between thy herdmen | 


and my herdmen, for we be brethren.”’ But if it 


| 


should be otherwise, if war should come, if civil | 


discord and fraternal strife should mar the beauty 


those who maintain the right, but to those in whom 


the dictates of justice have been silenced by the 


robber*’s instinct. 


The Senator is mistaken if he supposes he can | 
say anything of the possible consequences of dis- 
We have 


union which has not occurred to us. 


4 


often manifested our sense of the evils it would || 


bring, and never more so than at the present time. 


North. 
have labored most earnestly to prevent them from 
consummating a dissolution by d 

bond that holds us together. 
vention has now passed from our hands. 


responsibility for whatever follows. 


of themselves. 


It is the constant practice of those who are seek- | 
ing to oppress us, both in Congress and elsewhere, | 


to descant, with much pathos, upon the Farewell 
Address of Washington, and to commend to our 
consideration his last advice to his countrymen. 
Sir, the memory of that great man should be like 
the fabled tree in the Islands of the East, within 
whose shadow no unclean thing will harbor. His 
name should be a forbidden word when anything 
meant or base, or selfish is to be accomplished. 
Least of all should it ever be quoted to sanction a 


meditated tyranny. He won an immortality of 


renown by resistance to oppression. His glory 
had its birth in sympathy for the wronged, and 
owed all its brightness to rebellion. If he were 
living now, his whole history leaves no room to 
doubt on which side of this great controversy he 
would be found. 

I shall take another occasion to discuss the other 
proposition submitted by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, [ desire to say a | 


few words in consequence of some remarks which 
have fallen from the honorable Senator from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Cremens;] | 'want to speak of my- 
self. It is rather a disagreeable topic for any man, 
but it is one which is forced upon me by what has 
been said here and elsewhere. Iam not going to 
vindicate the correctness of my opinions at all; I 
leave that to time and trath. I only intend to vin- 
dicate my consistency. That I undertake to do— 
that I will do to the satisfaction of every candid 
man. 
the honorable Senator from Alabama. 
Mr. CLEMENS, (interposing.) I have not said 
anything about the Senator’s consistency. 
ir. CASS. I have not intended to intimate that 
the honorable Senator did so. In these remarks I 
did not refer to him. I was upon the point, how- 
ever, of doing so in relation to another topic. I 
alluded not to what has just been said here, but to 
what had been said elsewhere. 1 was about to 
say, however, when this interposition took place, 
that I did not clearly understand what the Senator 


Day after day, and year after year, we 


I do not understand exactly the allusion of 


| reference to these two conclusion, as logically and || with his own consent. 1 immediately repaired to 


as legitimately as I could apply them; whether || him and stated my doubts, as well as the citcum. 


termine. 


| successfully or not, it does not become me to de- || stances which gave rise to them. 
dealt in general principles, indeed— || peat the conversation here. 
and who does not, in the discussion of such a great || that he confirmed my impressions, 


+ I need not re. 
It is enough to say 
and informed 


and vital question ?—but I brought to my aid such || me that, in an article published in the National {). 


other considerations and illustrations as I thought 
would fortify the position I had taken; certainly 
nog deterred from avowing: my conclusions or the 
process by which they were reached. 

It was intimated by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Davis,] and by more than one gentle- 
man, I believe, in the other wing of the capitol, 


|| that [ had not been consistent in my course. ‘The 
of the land, the responsibility must attach not to | 


feelings of respect and kindness which I entertain 


for that Senator are, I am sure, a guarantee to him | 
| that I do not allude to this subject in any spirit of 
complaint. 


My course, if worthy of notice, is 
open to public examination, and I trust will bear 
it. The charge is, sir, that in my Nicholson letter 


my late speech upon the Wilmot proviso. The 


|| allusion, as 1 understand it, is more particularly to 
We do not mean to dissolve; we leave that for the || 


estroying the only || 
The power of pre- 
he 
North has obtained a majority so large that we | 
can neither control nor regulate it. The fate of the | 
country is in their hands, and to them belongs the 
1 warn them 
that bloody pictures will scarcely frighten us from || 
our propriety. We mean to defend our rights in 
all contingencies, and consequences must take care || 





|| them. 


the proposition that the people of the Territories, 
as well as of the States, have a right to manage 
their own internal concerns in their own way, and 


that the condition of slavery may be regulated by | 
| them as well as any other relation of life. Int 
letter, sir, which seems to have become historical, 


In that 


far beyond its importance, | laid down four prin- 
ciples, which I then deemed to be correct, and 
whee truth time and experience have but the 
more strongly confirmed. ‘Till I change my con- 
victions I shall neither seek to conceal nor disavow 


I conceive the fault was his own. 


understand me hereafter, the fault shall be mine. | 


I believe the Wilmot proviso to be unconstitutional. 
But before I proceed to a full consideration of this 
branch of the subject, | beg leave to trouble the 


Senate with a brief review of my position, and of 
I have de- | 
| sired an opportunity of doing so for some time, as 


the circumstances connected with it. 


it 
i} 
if 
i} 
| 


| 
1} 
ti 


1] 
| 
i] 
| 
| 


1} 


| ritories. 
|| cusses I do not refer to. 


telligencer a day or two previously, and which | 
had not seen, I should find his views fully set forth 
That article has since been republished in other 
papers, and has attracted a good deal of attention 
as it deserved; for it is powerfully written, i 
speak, sir, solely of the views which it presents 
of the power of Congress to legislate for the Tor. 
The question of slavery which it dis. 
After reading this arti. 
cle, my doubts ripened into convictions, and | 


_ took the ground to which I shall always adhere, 


| 
1 


that the Wilmot proviso is unconstitutional, And 
you have now, sir, the history of my course upon 


| this subject. 
I laid down principles from which | departed in | 


As I have said, I laid down four principles, or 
opinions, if you a in my Nicholson letter, 
The first, that the Wilmot proviso was unconsti- 
tutional; second, that slavery, having been abol- 


ished by the Mexican Government, did not exist 


|, in the territory then held by our arms; third, that 


' 


If any one has misunderstood me before, | 
If any one mis- | 


| 


| 
| 
I 
| 
i} 


|| this has been made a matter of reproach—as in- | 





| 
| 
| 


j 


{ 


| 





| deed, what is not, in times like these? 


When the Wilmot proviso was first proposed, 


| | have never concealed or denied that, had it 
|| been 


ushed to a vote, | should have voted for 
it. There is no need for any Senator to resort to 
and retail conversations in railroad cars to prove 
this. I had never examined the constitutional power 
of Congress, and when the subject was proposed 
it did not excite that opposition from the South 


which we have since witnessed, nor lead reflecting | 
men to doubt whether such a provision could be | 


enforced without danger to the Union. Southern 


men, I believe, had’ previously voted for a similar || 
| measure, and it had not become a grave sectional 


question, involving the most fearful consequences. 
At a subsequent session, convinced of its bearing, 
1 spoke and voted against it; still, however, with- 
out touching the constitutional point. Afterwards, 
circumstances required me to examine the subject 


| more narrowly. The public mind in the South 
became highly excited, and the indications were 


full of danger and difficulty. I felt then, as I do 
now, that the Union was the great object of every 
American, and that there are few sacrifices which 
ought not to be made to preserve it. I was pre- 
pared to go as far as any man ought to go to attain 
that object. In examining the Constitution with 
reference to the whole matter more narrowly than 
I had ever done before, [| was startled by the con- 
viction that no authority was granted in that in- 
strument to Congress to legislate over the Territo- 
ries; and that, consequently, there was no power 
to pass the Wilmot proviso. Not satisfied with 
my own impressions, and being unwilling to take 


such a ground without proper consideration, I de- 


termined immediately to converse with some per- 


son fully conversant with the history of the legis- 


} 
| 
| 
| 


slavery would not go there, as well on account of 
natural and gorges obstacles as on account 
of the feelings of the people who were and might 


| be there; and, fourth, that organized communities 
exercising the powers of Government, whether 


State or Territorial, had alone the right of deter- 
mining this question for themsélves. [ am a great 


believer, Mr. President, in the rights of man, 


whatever may be the nature of the society where 
he lives, and [I am not going to sacrifice this long- 
cherished opinion to any abstraction, metaphysi- 
cal or political. I believe the people of the Terri: 
tories have just the same right to. govern them- 
selves as the people of the States have. Nor do 
I believe that a man’s knowledge decreases as he 
recedes from the shores of the Atlantic, or that a 
wise man at the East becomes a fool by going to 
the West. I am speaking here, sir, as_I spoke in 
my Nicholson letter, of organized communities, 
existing governments. But I maintain, as I did 
in my speech a few days ago, that all communi- 
ties have a right to organize themselvés and pro- 


|| vide for social order, when such order cannot oth- 


}| 
i 
i| 
| 
| 
if 
i 
{ 
| 


| 
| 


erwise be obtained. I do not undertake to say 
how many there must be to do this. I leave that 
to be determined when the cases arise. Like many 


| other questions, indeed like most other questions 


not purely mathematical, the principle is correct 
and safe, though its application may sometimes be 
difficult. 

This Wilmot proviso is new in its name but 
old in its pretension—as old as the institution of 


| Governments; and it will probably last as long as 


| goverhment exists. 











Itis founded deeply in human 
nature, which is prone to feel power and forget 
right. Every age of the world has had its Wil- 
mot provis». Sometimes it is a stamp tax; some- 


| times it is a constitution like that which the Em- 


peror of Austria, in his wisdom and mercy, grant- 
ed to the Hungarians; sometimes it is the division 


| of Poland; but at all times it is the result of a 
-convictioh that the governors know much better 


what is good for the governed than the latter know 
for themselves. Sultans, Emperors, Kings, Par- 
liaments, and Congresses, all equally entertain this 
opinion of their own paternal authority, and are 
satisfied that they ought to possess and exercise 
it. Now, sir, I do not believe in this doctrine at 
all. KH does not belong to my age of progress. 
State or Territory, it is the people who ought to 
govern, so far as is consistent with their mutual 
relations (9 the United States. : 

It is that part of my Nicholson letter relating to 


the Territories which 1 understand is the object of 


animadversion—I may say, indeed, of censure. 
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How different opinions could exist respecting the | 

vaning of that part of my letter, 1 cannot con- 
eture. [These are the words: I quote them here, 
though not in my speech: 

att (the interference of Congress) should be limited to 

creation a ape ong \government for new countries ac- 
“> or settled, and to the necessary provision for their 

ntual a‘mission into the Union, leaving io the mean tme 
Othe peo/le inhabiting them to regulate their own concerns | 
vy iheir own Way.”7] 

put, sir, independent of this obvious view, I | 
nay safely appeal to many Southern gentlemen 
yho were here when that letter was written, and" 
yho are here now, to say whether they do not 
jnow that this was my meaning at the time? 
There are some of them within my eye at this 
moment. . . 

(Here Mr. But ier, of South Carolina, and Mr. 
pavis, of Mississippi,'and_others, signified their | 
assent. ] i welt 

{ might have added in my speech, what I will | 
uke the liberty of adding here, that the proudest | 
and most grateful testimonial I have ever received 
has recently reached me from the Democratic 
members of the Legislature of Tennessee. I shall 
reasure the recollection of it through life. In that 
etter 1 am told as follows: 

« Your late speech in the Senate of the United States on 
the Wilmot proviso is a most triumphant vindication of the 
position heretofore assumed by you, that Congress has no | 
power under the Constitution to legislate upon or to medile | 
with the subject of slavery, either in the States or Terri- 
tories, and is a complete defence of the rights of the slave- | 
holding States, and of the people of all States and Terri- 
tories, to form and regulate their own social and municipal | 








institutions. ’? | 


| want no better endorsement than this of the | 
correctness of my views and of the consistenc 
with which | have maintained them. Itisa fall 
compensation for all the attacks I have experienced 
here or elsewhere. | 





The Senator from Alabama [Mr. Criemens] || 


will allow me to say that both he and the south- 
ern representation, here and upon the other floor, 
have an easy task before them. They all live in || 
an excited ogee They naturally partake | 
ofits feelings. And I do not say that it is an ex- 

citement without cause. 
for it, though none that would justify disunion, 

and none that disunion would make better. The | 


There is too much cause || 





provision in the Constitution respecting the recap- 
ture of slaves has been too often and grossly vio- 
lated and neglected. Every dictate of justice 
requires a law more efficient on that subject, and 
more efficiently executed. Such a law, with 
proper provisions, shall not want my vote. And | 
this Wilmot proviso, unnecessary and unconsti- | 
tutional as it is, has justly given great offence to 
the South. I trust and believe its days are num- | 
bered. But allow me to say, sir, that when 
southern gentlemen attribute the interference of 
the North with the subject of slavery to any se- | 
nous calculation about the balance of political 
power or of material interest, they are in a great 
error. It originates in other feelings. The spirit | 
of inquiry is one of the marked characteristics of | 
the age in which we live. It penetrates every- 
where. There is nothing concealed from its | 
research. Even the highest and holiest things | 
are assailed. Why, sir, the rights of property | 
in the South are attacked. And so they are in 
the North. There are men who contend that | 
slaves should not be held in bondage, and there 
are men wno contend with equal pertinacity | 
that no one should hold land, but that all things | 
should be in common. The marriage condition is 
assailed; the domestic relations are assailed; the 

ing and attributes of God are assailed; and 
strenuous efforts are making to overturn the whole 
constitution of society. ‘* Error Of opinion,”’ said 

t. Jefferson, ‘* may be tolerated where reason is 
left free to combat it.”” Memorable words, and 
‘8 true as they are wise. If the schoolmaster is 
abroad, he takes with him a great many unsound 
opinions, which, however, can only become dan- | 
serous by being met by resistance instead of ar- | 
gument. I have said, sir, that the southern gen- | 
lemen have an easy task before them. They feel 
‘ir wrongs and express their feeling in no 
Measured terms, and they are supported and ap- 





Platided by aconstituency which feels as they do. 
ut moderate men in the North and West are | 
placed in very different circumstances. They are | 
voring to check the excitement. “= are 
towing themselves into the breach. And yet 
their condition is not at all appreciated here, nor are 
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they spared in the general denunciations that are 
used. We hear this every day, sir, end we are 
becoming very impatient. Why, sir, the honor- 
able Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] whom 
this whole Senate holds in the highest respect, and 
deservedly so, upon the introduction of a bill pro- 
viding a more efficient mode of recapturing fugi- 
tive slaves, said, and repeated, | believe, many 
times, that it would do no good. That heknew 
it would do no good. What he said I thought 
might be translated into this: You are all a 
set of knaves at the North and West, and, legias- 


late as we may, the law will be disregarded, and | 


the slaves retained. This was not his language, 


and | am sure it was not his idea, and it is per- | 
haps an extreme conclusion from what he said; | 
but there is still too much foundation for complaint | 


at such intimations. They do no good. 
Mr. MASON, (interposing.) In the Senator’s 


remarks upon the language which fell from me, | 
upon the presentation of this bill, | must say that | 
My declaration was, | 
that no law could be executed unless it was ad- | 
|| dressed to the loyalty of the people by whom it | 
was to be executed; that they were disloyal | 
|| through their State Legislatures to that provision 
‘of the Constitution. 


he does me great injustice. 


Certainly nothing was fur- 
ther from me than intimating the idea that they 
were a parcel of knaves in the North. But they 
were disloyal to that provision in the Constitution. 
Their legislation shows it; and because of that 


| disloyalty, | was afraid that no such law could be | 


executed there. 

Mr. CASS resumed. 
were too strong. 
continued reproaches, denunciations | may say, 


I said- that my words 


'| will necessarily provoke recrimination, and may 
go far towards converting a just cause into an un- | 
| Just one. 


Why, sir, it is only a day or two since 
one of the most accomplished members of this 
body told us in substance that if a dissolution of 
the Union should take place, the northern portion, 


containing twelve millions of people of the Anglo- | 


Saxon race, and embracing regions among the 
most fertile on the face of the globe, would be ut- 
terly destroyed. That their cities would become 
like Tadmor, their hills like Gilboa, their fields 
like the Campagna, and themselves without pros- 
perity, without hope. The grass would grow in 
their high places, and that they would become 
like modern Tyre, while the southern cities would 
become like ancient Tyre, the entrepdts of the 
commerce of the world. All this grates harshly 
upon my ear. 
what this Union would lose, north or south, by 
a dissolution. It is enough for me to know that, 
if not fatal to both, it would check the prosperity 
of both, and lead to consequences which no wise 
man can contemplate without dismay. I am an 
American, with the most kindly feelings to every 
portion of our beloved country. Its strength is in 
its union; its prosperity in its union; its hopes in 
the Union. 


Stull, sir, 1 will add that these | 
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I do not want any man wo tell me | 


| 
} 


I do not want any one to come here | 


to tell me the evils the North would suffer from a | 


solution. I need no lesson upon that subject. 


vey such a prospect with less apprehension than 
1 now do. 


God and the wants of mano. 


sponsible. 


dominent caste, are held in bondage. 


dissolution, or the South would suffer from a ee 
any one can explain to me what advantage either | 
section would gain by a separation, | might sur. | 


| 


| 


Southern gentlemen will allow me to say, and I 
know they will appreciate the feelings with which | 
I say it, for | have given proof of my desire to do | 
them justice by the sacrifice of my political posi- 
tion, that they place the defence of slavery upon | 
considerations which do not suit the spirit of the | 

There is no ase in going back to the age of | 
the Patriarchs, and tracing the history and condi- | 
tion of slavery from that time to our own days, 
and proving its compatibility with the word of | 
They have a much | 
better foundation for their rights to rest upon than | 
any such process. Slavery is an existing institu- 
tion in the South, for which no living man is re- | 
it is interwoven into the very texture | 
of society. Between three and four millions of | 
people, differing in race and color from the pre- | 
I have seen | 
a good deal of slavery, and I believe its evils are | 
much magnified, and that the slaves generally in | 
our southern States are treated with as much kind- | 
ness and consideration as are compatible with ‘heir | 
relative condition of bond and free, and certainly | 
ais well aw they would be treated in the North if || danger. 





we had slaves there. I do not see myself how 
such a mass of human beings can be set ‘free. 
Emancipation, unless the work, I may say, of 
ages, would equally destroy the whites and the 
blacks. God in his providence may bring it about. 
I do not see that man can. It is a question which 
concerns the southern States alone. They have 
every motive to deal with it justly and wisely, and 
every interference from abroad but adds to the dif- 
ficulty of the position and creates a natural reac- 
tion in every southern mind. Unfortunately, sir, 
every man who does not believe that slavery is 
the best condition of human society, and that a 
community never prospered as it might do without 
it, is too apt to be considered in the South as a 
northern fanatic, regardless alike of their rights 
and of the compromises of the Constitution. 
Now, sir, I do not believe this, and no consid- 
eration on earth can induce me to say so. I be- 
lieve that slavery is a misfortune for any country. 
But the existing institution I have neither the 
power nor the will to touch. On the other hand, 
every man in the North who does not believe it to 
be his duty to enter into a crusade against the 
South, and to cover the country with blood and 
conflagration to abolish slavery, is considered by 
a large portion of his fellow-citizens as a dough- 
face—that is the cant term—sold by his hopes or hia 


| fears to the South. And this is the condition of 


every man who avoids extremes in periods of 


| great excitement, whether that excitement is 


moral, social, political, or religious. History is 
full of the most impressive lessons on this subject. 
While the excitement continues, you may as well 
say to the whirlwind stop, and expect to be 
obeyed, as to endeavor to check its progress till 
time and reason come to your aid. 

Where all this is to end, I am not presumptuous 
enough to try to foretell, Hard thoughts are fol- 
lowed by hard words, and if these fre not fol- 
lowed by hard blows, it will be owing more to the 
mercy of God than to the wisdom or moderation 
of man. | will merely remark, in conclusion, that 
the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Curmens] bas 
alluded to a peaceable dissolution of the Union. 
He will pardon me for saying that | hope no one 
will delude himself with any such expectation. If 
it does not bring disappointment, the history of the 
world has been written to no purpose. In politi- 
cal convulsions, like that which would attend the 
breaking up of this Confederacy, the appeal from 
reason to force is as sure to follow as the night 
succeeds the day. May He who guided our 
fathers in times of peril direct us in the paths of 
peace and safety ! 

Mr. CLAY. I thank the honorable Senator 
from Michigan for the few remarks which he has 
just addressed to the Senate; and I beg leave to 
say, sir, that | have not a particle of doubt that 
the speech, the short, and to me grateful speech 
that he made the other day, was perfectly spon- 
taneous and unpremeditated. I do not know 
when I have heard from any Senator the utterance 
of sentiments with more pleasure than I did those 
from the honorable Senator from Michigan on the 
occasion to which | dilude. And, sir, allow me 
to say that the language in which the gentieman 
has just closed his short address to the Senate, 
that it is “ultraism’’ of which this country, at 
this moment, stands in so much danger, is founded, 
Idament to say, too much in truth. 

Sir, it is not my purpose to enter into an elabo- 
rate reply to the argument of the eloquent gentle- 
man from Alabama—a Senator who, I am in 
hopes, will add honor to this body by the talent 
and ability which he has brought into it. But, 
sir, it seemed to me that there were two or three 
observations made by that Senator which de- 

mand from me some short notice. And the first 
is an allusion to an intercourse between a Senator 
who is not now in his seat—the Senator from 
Missouri—and myself, in which the gentleman 
remarked that the lion and the lamb had got to- 
gether. I do not know to which of these quadru- 
peds he assigned me; I should make a very poor 
lamb I am afraid, and | am very far from being 
ambitious of claiming the prowess of the lion. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I meant, of course, that the 
Senator from Kentucky was the lion. I meant 
simply to express, by this figure, that they who 
had always heretofore been the antipodes of each 
other, had now met together upon this question, 
and therefore that the South was menaced with 
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Mr. CLAY. I beg leave to commend to the 
honorable Senator the philosophical mode which 
was recommended to mankind by Lord Bacon; 
that ix, to ascertain facts befure he proceeds to ar- 
gue upon them. Now, upon what facts does he 
undertake to assert that there has been any coép- 
eratiun whatever between the honorable Senator 
from Missouri and myself? Upon what facts does 
he assert this? And if no facts exist, | will ask 
of him what right he has to comment or animad vert 
upon any supposed intercourse or coéperation 
which might take place between the honorable 
Senator from Missoari and myself? 

Why, sir, the truth is, that there existed for 
reveral years no very friendly social intercourse be- 
tween the Senator from Missouri and myseif—a 
state of total non-intercourse, if you please—em- 
bargo, and all other restrictions that belong to com- 
merce between nations; but, sir, two or three years 
ago we came together aguin, and restored relations, 
at least of civility and amity, which | was very 
glad of, ue | always am to make peace with any 
one. it would do so with the whole world, if I 
could, 

Now, sir, with regard to the fact of codperation, 
if the Senator had done me the honor to inquire, 
1 would have told him with great frankness and 
truth that | never saw the proposition of the Sen- 
ater from Missouri—the proposition that 1s em- 
braced in the bill that he has presented here re- 
specting the boundary of Texas—nor had any 
communication, oral or written, with him on the 
suliject, until his bill was presented. And with 
reference to the resolutions which were offered by 
me, the eye of the Senator from Missouri never 
gazed upon them, nor had he ever heard their 
contents; he had no more knowledge of them be- 
fore | presented them to the Senate than had the 
Senator from Alabama himself. 

Well, then, sir, what facts had he to go upon? 
Does he mean to say that he feels himself at 
liberty, when, as was the fact the other day, the 
honorable Senator from Missouri came round here 
and had a litle conversation with me, to speculate 
upon the occurrence of such an incident, and de- 
duce from it what he pleases? Why, it is true 
the honorable Senator trom Mississipp: made an 
allusion to the same fact the other day; and | did 
not recur to it at the ume, because it really passed 
outof my mind, 

Mr. FOOTE. 
low me to interrupt him for a moment? The 
reason why I alluded to mt was, that the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky had himself referred to it, 
and explained the matter very distinctly and clearly 
in our hearing. The Senator from Missouri had 
risen and expressed his surprise and disappoint- 
ment that the Senator from Kentucky did not 
come to his rescue upon that occasion, as he had 
expected from the intercourse that bad taken place 
between them. And when this was announced, 
the Senator trom Kentucky made his explanation, 
and that explanation, as | remarked at the ume, 
verified the behef that L had previously entertained. 

Mr. CLAY. But the Senator went on to say 
that he saw the Senator fr&m Missouri come over 
from the other side of the chamber to this, and 
that he saw some whispering between us, and then 
proceeded to make his own deductions, for which 
Lsay he hed no authority. Now, | repeat that, 
between the honorable Senator from Missouri ang 
myself there was no interchange of opinion, either 
in regard to the project which he had submitted to 
the Senate, or in regard to the resolutions which | 
have presented. When the Senator from Mis- 
aur, on the morning to which the Senator from 
Mississippi on a former occasion alluded, and to 
which the Senator from Alabama, | suppose, has 
alluded, came across the chamber, jt was to speak 
of the disposition of the question before the Senate. 
Aud let me ask, has it come tw this, that one Sen- 
ator cannot cammune with another about the dis- 
positon of the public busmess of the country 
without incurring suspicion, without subjecting 
himself to animadversion, and in such language 
as is tantamount to a formal accusation? I| pro- 
test against the right of any Senator to subject 
my conduct or intercourse with my fellow-Sena- 
tors to any such trial or test as that. But, sir, so 
deeply am 1] impressed with the awful crisis that 
exists in the country, that if the Senator from 
Missouri had been the worst enemy, the bitterest 
enemy | had in the world, and | thought that by any 
conference or intercourse with him we could mu- 





Will the honerable Senator al- 
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| tually dispose each other, and the Senate and Con- 
| gress, to settle this distracting question, burying 
ina moment all animosity that | entertained against 
| him, | would have gone to him as to the best and 
| most affectionate friend I had on earth, in order to 
produce such a great and glorious result as that 
| would be of harmonizing the different portions of 
| this at present unfortunate country. — , 
| Sir, a is possible, indeed I am inclined to think 
that, on the occasion of preparing these resolu- 
| tions, I consulted with too few. These with whom 
| I did consult were generally my friends from the 
| South; with one solitary éxception, I consulted no 
northern gentlemen. Inthe years 1832-3, when 
I had occasion to present a scheme for compro- 
mising another great question that then existed in 
this country, | commi.ted the opposite error; | 
consulted too many; the effect of which was to 
endanger the fate of the measure that I suggested. 
I determined, therefore, on this occasion to con- 
sult as few as possible, and to limit myself, with 
the one exception that I have referred to, to my 
southern friends. So much, sir, as to any sup- 
posed connection or codperation between the Seu- 
ator from Missouri and myself. 

But, sir, there are one or two points upon which 
I beg the Senate to indulge me in an observation 
or two, which have been suggested by the re- 
| marks of the honorable Senator from Alabama. 
| said, Mr. President, that with regard to Cali- 
| fornia there was no concession on either side; that 
| it was offering to the North just what the North 
wanted, but that they got it, not by the action of 
Congress, but by the action of the people of Cali- 
| fornia themselves, who had a right to decide 
whether they would admit or exclude slavery. 
Weill, sir, let us see the argument by which, and 
the manner in which, the Senator from Alabama 
has answered this. He could not deny the fact 
that the exclusion of slavery was to be found in 
the constitution of California. ‘That is incontes- 
table. Nay, but said the Senator, if Congress now 
admits California, Congress will be responsible 
for that clause in the constitution of Califorma 
which interdicta slavery. Now, sr, let us sup- 
pose the case which the honorable Senator from 
Alabama has himself put. Let us suppose that 
there had been a census taken, that an enumer- 
| ation of the inhabitants had actually been made, 
and that they were folind to be sufficient in num- 
| ber to entitle California to admission inte the 
Union; and let us suppose that an act of Congress 
had passed authorizing her, in the old mode of 
introducing States, to hold a convention and to 
decide for himself whether-she would become a 
member of this Union or not. Suppose that she 
| had formed a constitution and declared her desire 
to become a member of the Union, and had come 
| here and solicited admission. Well, if Congress 
admitted her, would it not have been Congress, 
then, that did this? Would it not have been Con- 
gress that authorized the taking of the census? 
Would it not have been Congress that passed the 
previous act authorizing them to meet in conven- 
tuon, and to determine whether they would or 
would not become a member of the Union? Would 
it not have been Congress that gave her the power 
to come here and ask for admission?) And would 
it not have been Congress that finally received 
her? And might not, apon such a supposition, 
the honurable Senator as readily charge Congress 
with indirectly excluding slavery from Calitornia 
as he can do it now? 

Sir, | understand that, no matter how her con- 
stitution may be formed, whether with or without 
the consent of Congress, when that constitution is 
presented to us, our consideration is limited to the 
inquiry whether it is republican. It is true, that 
where a constitution has been formed with some 
degree of irregularity, aa in the case of California, 
you have to consider of that irregularity, and de- 
| termine whether, as statesmen Jooking to great 
| objects, looking to the accomplishment of a great 
| purpose—a purpose affecting the harmony of this 
| nion—vou are to be led off by mere technicali- 

ties as to the admission of a State under these 
circumstances. 

Well, sir, it is just as much the right of Cali- 
fornia to decide the question of slavery for herself 
} as it would have been if a previous act of Con- 
| gress had passed authorizing her to form her- 

self into a State, and we had admitted her after- 
|| wards. And Congress is no more responsible for 
the interdiction of slavery which exists in the 
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constitution of California now, than © 
would be responsible for it if there had bee 
actof Congress authorizing the people of C 
to consider for themselves, and to ¢ 
whether they would or would not co 
7 as a neon of it. 
ave said, sir, and | repeat, that I h 

nothing yet that in the slightest degree abe 
the force of this argument. I sai that, in re 2 
to California, rhe had an excuse which didn 
exist in the case of other States that have been a 
mitted into this Union without previous authori : 
of Congress. Imthe case of the other States the, 
were not abandoned by Congress. Congress : 
formed its parental duty of providing ‘for dn 
suitable territorial governments. They had S 
governments; they had got good governmen. 
they had got free governments. ut what is the 
case in regard to California? She was abandone 
by Congress at the last session. Congress failed 
to discharge its parental duty towards California 
at the last session. She was in a state of profound 
and perfect anarchy unless she could obtain or 
make some laws suited to her abandoned condition 
And, when thus abandoned by Congress, wha; 
does Californiado? Why, she calls a convention) 
and that convention forms a constitution—a yery 
excellent constitution, as I believe, so fur as [ haye 
looked into it, She chooses herself, of her own 
free will, to refuse to admit slavery within he; 
limits; and she now comes here. How? Dicta. 
ting to Congress? No, sir; she comes to the very 
parent who has treated her in this heartless man. 
ner, respectfully asking the parent who has thus 
turned her loose, cast her off from all law, withoy, 
a government emanating from the only authority 
which could institute a real and legitimate ang 

roper government—she comes to her, how? 

hreatening to make herself independent—threat. 
ening secession, threatening disunion? No, sir, 
no; she comes here, and in a most respectful, if 
not in a most humble manner, asks you to admit 
her to the enjoyment of the blessings of self-yoy. 
ernment, which you denied to her in any form at 
the last session of Congress. And you are bound, 
not only by the Constitution of the United States, 
but by the treaty by which she was acquired, and 
by the higher law of God himself, to give to those 
who are thrown into your power or possession, 
by conquest or by purchase, the benefits of gov- 
ernment. You have refused, sir, you denied to 
ner a government. You abandonéd your child, 
and now, when that child comes to you, having 
shifted for itself as well as it could in the absence 
of your parental authority, you reproach it with 
usurpation, with impudence; and are ready—a 
least some portion of Congress seems ready—to 
repel her from your doors, and send her back 
without any suitable government, to shift as she 
can during the residue of this contest, which may 
last for years. 

The difference, therefore, between the case of 
Michigan and that of California is the difference 
between government and no government; between 
government and anarchy; between the exercise of 
parental authority on the part of Congress towards 
Michigan, and the abandonment of all duty, con- 
stitutional, natural, and parental, on the part of 
Congress towards Califorma. And yet gentlemen 
can see in one case apologies for the conduct of 
Michigan, and can see none in the case of poor 
California. : 

Michigan had, we are told, been patiently 
knocking at our doors for years, and yet we re 
jected her. Why, sir, there were some difficul- 
ties, not altogether insuperable, to be sure, about 
the extent, about the limits, the boundary of that 
State, and some “difficulty resulting from the cot- 
test between her and her neighbor Ohio. These 
were some of the difficulties which existed, butall 
this time she was enjoying a Government; «ll 
this time she had her own Sacistainnt, her own 
representation, her own laws; she had the power 
to govern herself as she pleased in her Territorial 
condition. . 

Sir, it does seem to me thatif we will look at 
things as they are,and not be misled by mere 
forms, by technicalities not worthy of consider- 
ation for a moment, that we will not only draw & 
distinction favorable to California between het 
case and that of Michigan, but that we will draw 
from the facts in the case a conclusion of duty, 
whieh for one, 1 am ready and anxious to per 

orm. ? 
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